
 

 

Welcome to the United Church of Craftsbury.  
If you’re visiting or new to our congregation, please sign our guest book. The greeters can 

supply a hearing device or magnifier to assist you during our service. We would love to keep in 
touch; please leave us your contact on a form in the pew rack.  

 

Participants today:  
Alan Parker, Pastor; Sandalyn Chadwick, Accompanist; Shirley Strong, Liturgist.   

Special Music: Chris Nicotera  

 

For Next Sunday:   
Exodus 33:12-23 with Psalm 99 or Isaiah 45:1-7 with Psalm 96:1-9, (10-13); 

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10; Matthew 22:15-22. 
 

   If you would like to place flowers in the sanctuary  
in memory of a family member or loved one, contact Roberta Alexander (586-7730). 

 

Bulletin news due at church via e-mail, phone message, or note by Friday morning.   You may 
also contact Michelle Warren at 586-9632 or email unitedchurchcraftsbury@gmail.com.   

 

. Upcoming Weekly Church Calendar: 
Sun.  

10/12 
Mon.  
10/13 

Tues.  
10/14 

Wed.  
10/15 

Thurs.  
10/16 

Fri. 
10/17 

Sat.  
10/18 

 
Service: 
10 AM 

 

 

  
Zumba: 

6 PM 
 

 

Yoga: 
4:30 & 6 PM 

 

AA:  
 6 PM 

 
Deacons’ 
Meeting:  

7 PM 

 
 

Community 
Dinner:  

6 PM 

  
 

 
Zumba:   
4:30 PM  

 

Al-Anon:  
 6 PM 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Committee Contacts:  

 Church Clerk:  Anne Wilson (586-2825) 
 Church Council: Andy Moffatt  

(586-2248) 

 Community Supper: Barb Strong 
 (586-2516) 

 Deacons:  Andy Moffatt (586-2248) 
 

 

 Horse  & Buggy Club: Paula Massé (586-2857) 

 Ladies Union: Lois Charron (586-9674) 
 Memorial Committee: Mary Ann Merrill 

 (730-4754) 

 Prayer Circle:  Fay Waterhouse (586-2520) 
 Religious Education: Barb Strong (586-2516) 
 Trustees: Cheryl Bailey  (586-9675) 

United Church of Craftsbury 
PO Box 46, Craftsbury Common, VT 05827 

Phone: (802) 586-8028   ∙   Email:  unitedchurchcraftsbury@gmail.com 
Website & Online Calendar:  www.unitedchurchofcraftsbury.com 
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United Church of Craftsbury 

 

October 12, 2014 
Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year A 

 

WE GATHER TO BE PRESENT WITH GOD 
 

PRELUDE 
GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

(The first spoken words of our worship time are  
“The peace of Christ be with you.” 

The congregation is invited to respond, saying, “And also with you.”) 
INTROIT 

 

GATHERING MUSIC, PRAYER, INVOCATION & MEDITATION 
HYMN # 1 (V. 1, 4, 5, & 6)   Our God, Our Help in Ages Past 

(Alternating verses with reading from Psalm 90) 
 

CALL TO PRAYER OF CONFESSION, HEALING AND FORGIVENESS 



 

 

UNISON PRAYER FOR HEALING OF BROKENNESS 
How often, gracious God, we have been invited to your celebration of Kin-dom 
and been too busy, too self-focused, too fearful to accept your gracious call. 
We say we worship you, but, in truth, we hardly dare to be fully in your 
presence, much less to be obedient. You call us beyond our daily selves; we 
stay comfortable in what we know, even when our everydayness leaves us 
feeling diminished and unsatisfied. You call us to upend the world’s evil and 
agony; we take part in its brokenness as if it were the only way that Creation 
can possibly be. Call us again to your feast. Try us again. We want to be the 
children who heal your world and, in doing so, heal our own broken hearts… 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

RESPONSIVE ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
ONE: We are children of God’s grace. All that makes us whole is in front of us 
at all times. We remember this again, as we bask in the light of God’s eternal 
love and forgiveness. 
ALL: We set forth anew into a world in need of redemption. God’s gifts of 
forgiveness, love, and hope are again the words on our lips and the acts of 
our hands and hearts. AMEN 
 

CHORUS OF ASSURANCE 
(SING) It is well with my soul. It is well with my soul. It is well; it is well with my soul.
  

WE LISTEN TO HEAR GOD’S WORD 

A PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (Unison) 
O God, may our reading, hearing, and understanding of your Word, and our 
own spoken words, be acceptable in your sight. For you are our rock and our 
redeemer. AMEN 
 

SCRIPTURE 
o Isaiah 25:1-9 
o Matthew 22:1-14 
(At the conclusion of Gospel reading, the congregation responds, saying, 

“Thanks be to God, who brings light and truth.”) 

REFLECTION                            “The Architecture of Hope” 
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S HOLY INVITATION 

*HYMN # 94        When All Thy Mercies, O My God 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER, PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION, 
& LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come; thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 
 

CHORAL RESPONSE TO PRAYER 
(SING) Hear our prayer, O God; hear our prayer, O God. 

            Incline your ear to us, and grant us your peace. 
 

WE OFFER GIFTS OF OURSELVES AND DEPART IN PEACE 
 

CALL TO GIVING AND RECEIPT OF OFFERING 
   *DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

   *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

*CLOSING HYMN (Insert)      How Can We Keep from Singing? 
 

*BENEDICTION  RESPONSE # 590                                             Threefold Amen 
 

POSTLUDE 
* We rise, either in body or in spirit 
 



 

 

How Can We Keep from Singing 

 

A song breaks forth when we are born; 

It joins the song of ages, 

First sung by God when Earth took shape, 

And sung by saints and sages. 

If we but listen to its voice 

And to our fears cease clinging 

God’s peace will e-er Creation rule 

As our voice joins the singing. 

 

Some folk’s lives pass without a song; 

This is God’s greatest sorrow. 

But if we sing to them in love, 

They’ll sing with us tomorrow. 

We’re called to this and nothing less; 

Our voices joyful, ringing. 

Til Kin-dom comes; when Kin-dom comes, 

How can we keep from singing? 

 

We lift our eyes; the cloud grows dim. 

We see the blue above it. 

And day by day, our pathway smoothes 

Since first, we learned to love it. 

The peace of God (or Christ) makes fresh our hearts; 

A fountain ever springing. 

All things are ours, as we are God’s (or Christ’s) 

How can we keep from singing? 

 

Verse 1 & 2 - Words by Alan F. Parker 

 

 

How Can We Keep from Singing 

 

A song breaks forth when we are born; 

It joins the song of ages, 

First sung by God when Earth took shape, 

And sung by saints and sages. 

If we but listen to its voice 

And to our fears cease clinging 

God’s peace will e-er Creation rule 

As our voice joins the singing. 

 

Some folk’s lives pass without a song; 

This is God’s greatest sorrow. 

But if we sing to them in love, 

They’ll sing with us tomorrow. 

We’re called to this and nothing less; 

Our voices joyful, ringing. 

Til Kin-dom comes; when Kin-dom comes, 

How can we keep from singing? 

 

We lift our eyes; the cloud grows dim. 

We see the blue above it. 

And day by day, our pathway smoothes 

Since first, we learned to love it. 

The peace of God (or Christ) makes fresh our hearts; 

A fountain ever springing. 

All things are ours, as we are God’s (or Christ’s) 

How can we keep from singing? 

 

Verse 1 & 2 - Words by Alan F. Parker 



 

 

CALL TO PRAYER OF CONFESSION, HEALING  AND FORGIVENESS 
We work out our own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in us. The 
true confession that begins our salvation journey might be both terrifying and joyful. But it is 
always restorative. We may begin this holy work anew every day; every moment, as we confess 
the sin and brokenness that separates us from God and God’s holy challenge to us. 
  



 

 

Scripture for October 12, 2014 
 
Isaiah 25:1-9 
O Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you, I will praise your name; 
for you have done wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure. 
For you have made the city a heap, the fortified city a ruin; the palace of aliens is a city no 
more, it will never be rebuilt. 
Therefore, strong peoples will glorify you; cities of ruthless nations will fear you. 
For you have been a refuge to the poor, a refuge to the needy in their distress, a shelter from 
the rainstorm and a shade from the heat. 
When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm, the noise of aliens like heat in a dry 
place, you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds; the song of the ruthless was stilled. 
 
On this mountain, the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-
matured wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-matured wines strained clear. 
And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is 
spread over all nations; he will swallow up death forever. 
Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will 
take away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken. 
It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. 
This is the Lord for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 
 
Matthew 22:1-14 
Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: "The kingdom of heaven may be compared 
to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves to call those who had been 
invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. Again he sent other slaves, saying, 
'Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves 
have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.' But they made 
light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his 
slaves, maltreated them, and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed 
those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to his slaves, 'The wedding is ready, but 
those invited were not worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find 
to the wedding banquet.' Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they 
found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests. 
 
"But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a 
wedding robe, and he said to him, 'Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?' 
And he was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, 'Bind him hand and foot, and 
throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.' For 
many are called, but few are chosen." 
 
 
End of reading: “This is the word of God; the story of Jesus Christ, who brings light and truth to 
the world.” 



 

 

 

Opening Reading, October 12, 2014 
Psalm 90 
 
 
Hymn – V. 1 
Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations. Before the mountains were brought 
forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are 
God. You turn us back to dust, and say, “Turn back, you mortals.” 
 
 
Hymn V. 4 
For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past, or like a watch in the night. 
You sweep them away; they are like a dream, like grass that is renewed in the morning; in the 
morning, it flourishes and is renewed; in the evening, it fades and withers. 
 

 
Hymn V. 5 
So teach us to count our days that we may gain a wise heart. Turn, O LORD! How long? Have 
compassion on your servants! Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love, so that we 
may rejoice and be glad all our days. Make us glad as many days as you have afflicted us, and as 
many years as we have seen evil. Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us, and prosper for 
us the work of our hands— O prosper the work of our hands! 
 
 
Hymn V. 6 
 


