
 

 

 Welcome to the United Church of Craftsbury.  
If you’re visiting or new to our congregation, please sign our guest book. The greeters can 

supply a hearing device or magnifier to assist you during our service. We would love to keep in 
touch; please leave us your contact on a form in the pew rack. 

 

Participants today:  
Alan Parker, Pastor; Sandalyn Chadwick; Barb Strong, Liturgist.   

 

For Next Sunday:    
Judges 4:1-7 with Psalm 123 or Zephaniah 1:7; 12-18 with Psalms 90:1-8 (9-11);  

12 1 Thessalonians 5:1-1; Matthew 25:14-30. 
 

   If you would like to place flowers in the sanctuary  
in memory of a family member or loved one, contact Roberta Alexander (586-7730). 

 

Bulletin news due at church via e-mail, phone message, or note by Friday morning.   You may 
also contact Michelle Warren at 586-9632 or email unitedchurchcraftsbury@gmail.com.   

 

. Upcoming Weekly Church Calendar: 
Sun.  

11/09 
Mon.  
11/10 

Tues.  
11/11 

Wed.  
11/12 

Thurs.  
11/13 

Fri. 
11/14 

Sat.  
11/15 

 
Service: 
10 AM 

(coffee hour 
afterwards) 

 
Holiday 

Decorations: 
1:30 PM 

 

  
Zumba: 

6 PM 
 

 

Yoga: 
4:30 & 6 PM 

 

AA:  
 6 PM 

 

Deacons’ 
Meeting: 

7 PM 

 
 

  
 

 
Zumba:   
4:30 PM  

 

Al-Anon:  
 6 PM 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Committee Contacts:  

 Church Clerk:  Anne Wilson (586-2825) 

 Church Council: Andy Moffatt  
(586-2248) 

 Community Supper: Barb Strong 
 (586-2516) 

 Deacons:  Andy Moffatt (586-2248) 
 

 

 Horse  & Buggy Club: Paula Massé (586-2857) 

 Ladies Union: Lois Charron (586-9674) 
 Memorial Committee: Mary Ann Merrill 

 (730-4754) 

 Prayer Circle:  Fay Waterhouse (586-2520) 
 Religious Education: Barb Strong (586-2516) 
 Trustees: Cheryl Bailey  (586-9675) 

United Church of Craftsbury 
PO Box 46, Craftsbury Common, VT 05827 

Phone: (802) 586-8028   ∙   Email:  unitedchurchcraftsbury@gmail.com 
Website & Online Calendar:  www.unitedchurchofcraftsbury.com 

Pastor: Rev. Alan Parker∙ Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Arnold Brown ∙ Ministers:The Entire Congregation 

United Church of Craftsbury 

 

November 9, 2014 
Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year A 

 

WE GATHER TO BE PRESENT WITH GOD 
 

PRELUDE 
GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

(The first spoken words of our worship time are  
“The peace of Christ be with you.” 

The congregation is invited to respond, saying, “And also with you.”) 
INTROIT 

 

GATHERING MUSIC, PRAYER, INVOCATION & MEDITATION 
HYMN # 502   We Praise Thee, Lord (Repeat Verse 1 at end) 

(Alternating with reading from Psalm 70) 
 

CALL TO PRAYER OF CONFESSION, HEALING AND FORGIVENESS 



 

 

UNISON PRAYER FOR HEALING OF BROKENNESS 
Gracious God, in our broken places we seek your wisdom. We pray for new 
learning, that we might not reside in blindness and ignorance. We pray for 
humility, the root of wisdom that challenges our smug certainty. We pray for 
patience; to stop wanting everything all at once. We pray for open and 
opening hearts; to see your glory and hope in unexpected places. We pray for 
honesty – both in ourselves and in others - to see and then cast off the soul-
destroying lies we tell ourselves and each other. We pray always to be more 
ready to hear you and be your servants. 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

RESPONSIVE ASSURANCE OF PARDON   
One: Lives that were chaotic become cradles of peace; hearts malformed by 
smallness and self-focus are reshaped into the embrace of goodness; souls 
filled with despair are cleansed by grace. 
All: This is the good news: the God who created us is the God who forgives 
us; the God who forgives us is the God who sends us forth to serve with joy. 
Thanks be to God! AMEN 
 

CHORUS OF ASSURANCE 
(SING) It is well with my soul. It is well with my soul. It is well; it is well with my soul. 
 

WE LISTEN TO HEAR GOD’S WORD 

A PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (Unison) 
O God, may our reading, hearing, and understanding of your Word, and our 
own spoken words, be acceptable in your sight. For you are our rock and our 
redeemer. AMEN 
 

SCRIPTURE 
o Amos 5:18-24 
o Matthew 25:1-13 
(At the conclusion of Gospel reading, the congregation responds, saying, 

“Thanks be to God, who brings light and truth.”) 
 

REFLECTION               “Oh, The Things We Cannot Share” 
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S HOLY INVITATION 
 

*HYMN # 108         Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER, PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION 
& LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come; thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 
 

CHORAL RESPONSE TO PRAYER 
(SING) Hear our prayer, O God; hear our prayer, O God. 

            Incline your ear to us, and grant us your peace. 
 

WE OFFER GIFTS OF OURSELVES AND DEPART IN PEACE 
 

CALL TO GIVING AND RECEIPT OF OFFERING 
   *DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

   *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

*CLOSING HYMN # 383                 Forward Through the Ages 
 

*BENEDICTION  RESPONSE # 590                                             Threefold Amen 
 

POSTLUDE 
* We rise, either in body or in spirit 
 



 

 

CALL TO PRAYER OF CONFESSION, HEALING, AND FORGIVENESS 
When we are in conversation with all that is holy, we are both preparing for and 
participating in the Kin-dom of Heaven on Earth. When we forget to be in this 
conversation with our God, we invariably lose our way. Our songs and prayers, 
our humble meditations, and finally, our actions of justice and righteousness are 
the heart of this holy conversation. When we confess those times when we 
forget, God welcomes our voice and ears, and we begin again to hear the music of 
the spheres. And when we can hear this music, we can sing it to a world that 
aches for the melody… 
  



 

 

Opening Reading, November 9, 2014 
 
Psalm 70 
Be pleased, O God, to deliver me. 
   O God, make haste to help me! 
Let those be put to shame and confusion 
   who seek my life. 
Let those be turned back and brought to dishonor 
   who desire to hurt me. 
Let those who say, "Aha, Aha!" 
   turn back because of their shame. 
 
 

 
 
 
Let all who seek you 
   rejoice and be glad in you. 
Let those who love your salvation 
   say evermore, "God is great!" 
But I am poor and needy; 
   hasten to me, O God! 
You are my help and my deliverer; 
   O God, do not delay! 
 
  



 

 

Scripture for November 9, 2014 
 

Amos 5:18-24 
Alas for you who desire the day of the Lord! 
   Why do you want the day of the Lord? 
It is darkness, not light; 
   as if someone fled from a lion, 
   and was met by a bear; 
or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall, 
   and was bitten by a snake. 
Is not the day of the Lord darkness, not light, 
   and gloom with no brightness in it? 
 
I hate, I despise your festivals, 
   and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 
Even though you offer me your burnt-offerings and grain-offerings, 
   I will not accept them; 
and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals 
   I will not look upon. 
Take away from me the noise of your songs; 
   I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 
But let justice roll down like waters, 
   and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 
 

Matthew 25:1-13 
[Jesus said:] "Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their 
lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 
When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks 
of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and 
slept. But at midnight there was a shout, 'Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to 
meet him.' Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said 
to the wise, 'Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.' But the wise replied, 
'No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and 
buy some for yourselves.' And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and 
those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 
Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, 'Lord, lord, open to us.' But he replied, 
'Truly I tell you, I do not know you.' Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day 
nor the hour." 
 

End of reading: “This is the word of God; the story of Jesus Christ, who brings light and 
truth to the world.” 


