
 

 

Welcome to the United Church of Craftsbury.  
If you’re visiting or new to our congregation, please sign our guest book. The greeters can 

supply a hearing device or magnifier to assist you during our service. We would love to keep in 
touch; please leave us your contact on a form in the pew rack. 

 

Participants today:  
Alan Parker, Pastor; Sandalyn Chadwick, Accompanist.  

 

For Next Sunday:    
 Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13;2 Peter 3:8-15a;Mark 1:1-8. 

 

   If you would like to place flowers in the sanctuary  
in memory of a family member or loved one, contact Roberta Alexander (586-7730). 

 

Bulletin news due at church via e-mail, phone message, or note by Friday morning.   You may 
also contact Michelle Warren at 586-9632 or email unitedchurchcraftsbury@gmail.com.  

 

. Upcoming Weekly Church Calendar: 
Sun.  
12/7 

Mon.  
12/08 

Tues.  
12/09 

Wed.  
12/10 

Thurs.  
12/11 

Fri. 
12/12 

Sat.  
12/13 

 
Service: 
10 AM 

 

 

  
Zumba: 

6 PM 
 

 

Yoga: 
4:30 & 6 PM 

 

AA:  
 6 PM 

 

Deacons’ 
Meeting:  

7 PM 

 
Book 

Discussion:  
6:30 PM 

  
 

Ladies 
Union:  
Noon 

 

Zumba:   
4:30 PM  

 

Al-Anon:  
 6 PM 

 
 
 
 

 
Horse & 
Buggy: 
Noon 

 

Committee Contacts:  

 Church Clerk:  Anne Wilson (586-2825) 
 Church Council: Andy Moffatt  

(586-2248) 
 Community Supper: Barb Strong 

 (586-2516) 
 Deacons:  Andy Moffatt (586-2248) 
 

 

 Horse  & Buggy Club: Paula Massé (586-2857) 
 Ladies Union: Lois Charron (586-9674) 
 Memorial Committee: Mary Ann Merrill 

 (730-4754) 

 Prayer Circle:  Fay Waterhouse (586-2520) 
 Religious Education: Barb Strong (586-2516) 
 Trustees: Cheryl Bailey  (586-9675) 

United Church of Craftsbury 
PO Box 46, Craftsbury Common, VT 05827 

Phone: (802) 586-8028   ∙   Email:  unitedchurchcraftsbury@gmail.com 
Website & Online Calendar:  www.unitedchurchofcraftsbury.com 

Pastor: Rev. Alan Parker∙ Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Arnold Brown ∙ Ministers:The Entire Congregation

United Church of Craftsbury 
December 7, 2014 

Second Sunday of Advent – Year B 
WE GATHER TO BE PRESENT WITH GOD 

 

PRELUDE 
GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

(The first spoken words of our worship time are  
“The peace of Christ be with you.” 

The congregation is invited to respond, saying,  
“And also with you.”) 

INTROIT 
 

GATHERING MUSIC, PRAYER, INVOCATION & MEDITATION 
HYMN # 444   O Day of God, Draw Nigh 

 

WE LIGHT THE ADVENT CANDLE, the Candle of Peace 
Left: Peace, if we know it at all, lies deep in our hopeful hearts. 
Right: Yet we pray for it, knowing it can come to fill the Earth and skies. 
Left: We have lit hope’s candle; today we light the candle of peace. (Light candle) 
Right: We pray for peace, knowing it can come, yet still wondering if it will. 
Left: Let the peace in our hearts fill Earth and Heaven.  
Right: This peace in our hearts is a gift from God. Today, we offer this peace to all 
warring and broken places in God’s creation. 
ALL: Holy God, grant us peace. Plant in our heart of hearts, the deepest and most 
abiding desire for peace, so that we might be your children who bring your peace 
to your Creation. We pray in the name of the Prince of Peace, whose coming we 
await with hope. AMEN 
 

SING (Melody: Silent Night) 
Candle light, sacred light. Mystery flames, burning bright.  
We are waiting for Jesus’ new birth.  
Shine his peace over all of the earth. Thanks for the gift of peace,  
thanks for the gift of peace. 
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CALL TO PRAYER FOR HEALING AND FORGIVENESS 
 

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND FOR HEALING OF BROKENNESS 
God of peace, hope, and boundless imagination, as we hurry and prepare, we often 
don’t hear the music of the spheres, already singing a song of peace. In the bustle of 
our days, we don’t see the tearful child standing alone; the struggling family; the 
outcast who calls to us. In the noise of a culture obsessed with consuming, we don’t 
notice the gifts you offer to all your children for free. Shower us with your 
forgiveness and compassion; finish the holy promise you have started in us. Teach us 
to share gladly and extravagantly the gift of grace you offer to all. 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

RESPONSIVE ASSURANCE OF PARDON   
One: God warms us with mercy. God's Light breaks like a shining moon through our 
shadows and shows us the path to life. 
All: Always forgiven and renewed, we walk on God’s paths; the street of peace; the 
avenue of hope; the forested path of grace; the road to service. AMEN  
 

CHORUS OF ASSURANCE 
(SING) It is well with my soul. It is well with my soul. It is well; it is well with my soul.
  
 

WE LISTEN TO HEAR GOD’S WORD 

A PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION ((Unison) 
O God, may our reading, hearing, and understanding of your Word, and our own 
spoken words, be acceptable in your sight. For you are our rock and our redeemer. 
AMEN 
 

SCRIPTURE 
o Isaiah 40:1-11 
o Mark 1:1-8 

(At the conclusion of Gospel reading, the congregation responds, saying, 
“Thanks be to God, who brings light and truth.”) 

 

REFLECTION                                                                   “Penalties Paid” 
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S HOLY INVITATION 
 

*HYMN # 104                         Comfort, Comfort Ye, My People 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER, PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION, 
& LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come; thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever. Amen. 
 

CHORAL RESPONSE TO PRAYER 
(SING) Hear our prayer, O God; hear our prayer, O God. 

Incline your ear to us, and grant us your peace. 
 

WE OFFER GIFTS OF OURSELVES AND DEPART IN PEACE 
 

CALL TO GIVING AND RECEIPT OF OFFERING 
   *DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

   *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

COMMUNION HYMN # 107; V. 1 – 2 (Seated) Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silent 
 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

UNISON PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Holy God, in deep gratitude for this moment, this meal, and these people, we give 
ourselves to you. Take us to live as changed people; we have shared this living bread 
and cup, and we cannot remain the same. Ask much of us; expect much from us; 
enable new things by us; encourage many through us. Send us out, Dear God, with 
gentle hearts to touch an ordinary, everyday world with the promise of your 
holiness. AMEN 
 

*CLOSING HYMN # 107 (V. 3 – 4)                         Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silent 
 

*BENEDICTION  RESPONSE # 590                                                         Threefold Amen 
 

POSTLUDE 
* We rise, either in body or in spirit 
 



 

 

CALL TO PRAYER FOR HEALING AND FORGIVENESS 
How might we hear God's promises of peace? In these crowded, noisy days, how do we make 
ourselves ready? We begin by confessing how the distractions and sins of our lives keep us from 
knowing and living the true meaning of God’s promises. We pray together, saying, 
  



 

 

Opening Reading For December 7 

 

Psalm 85: 1-2, 8-13 

O God, you were favorable to your land; 

   you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 

 

You forgave the iniquity of your people; 

   you pardoned all their sin. 

          

Let me hear what God the Sovereign will speak, 

   for God will speak peace to the people. 

 

God will speak to the faithful, 

   to those who turn to God in their hearts. 

 

Surely God's salvation is at hand 

   for those who fear God, 

that God's glory may dwell in our land. 

 

Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; 

   righteousness and peace will kiss each other. 

 

Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, 

   and righteousness will look down from the sky. 

 

God will give what is good, 

   and our land will yield its increase. 

 

Righteousness will go before God, 

   and will make a path for God's steps. 

  



 

 

Scripture for December 7, 2014 

 

Isaiah 40: 1-11 

Comfort, O comfort my people, 

   says your God. 

Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 

   and cry to her 

that she has served her term, 

   that her penalty is paid, 

that she has received from the Lord's hand 

   double for all her sins. 

 

A voice cries out: 

"In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 

   make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

Every valley shall be lifted up, 

   and every mountain and hill be made low; 

the uneven ground shall become level, 

   and the rough places a plain. 

Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 

   and all people shall see it together, 

   for the mouth of the Lord has spoken." 

 

A voice says, "Cry out!" 

   And I said, "What shall I cry?" 

All people are grass, 

   their constancy is like the flower of the field. 

The grass withers, the flower fades, 

   when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; 

   surely the people are grass. 

The grass withers, the flower fades; 

   but the word of our God will stand for ever. 

Get you up to a high mountain, 

   O Zion, herald of good tidings; 

lift up your voice with strength, 

   O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 

   lift it up, do not fear; 

say to the cities of Judah, 

   "Here is your God!" 

See, the Lord God comes with might, 

   and his arm rules for him; 

his reward is with him, 

   and his recompense before him. 

He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 

   he will gather the lambs in his arms, 

and carry them in his bosom, 

   and gently lead the mother sheep. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Mark 1:1-8 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

 

As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 

"See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

   who will prepare your way; 

the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

   'Prepare the way of the Lord, 

   make his paths straight,'" 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 

sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to 

him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with 

camel's hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, "The 

one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong 

of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit." 

 


