
 
 

Offerings received this evening may be placed in the basket in the 
back of the sanctuary. Offerings will go to the CHRISTMAS FUND, 

which benefits retired clergy. 
 

Alternate words to the Christ Candle melody (Silent Night) – 
copyright 2007, Catherine McDonald 

 

We are grateful to all who have participated in tonight’s service: 
Sandalyn Chadwick, Dave Rowell, Larry Beaudry, Anna Strong, 
Diane Sanville, Cheryl Bailey, Emily Potter, Karen Potter, Susan 

Waterhouse; Deacons and bell ringers. We are also grateful to all 
who have joined us. Please know you are most welcome to be one 

among and with us at any and all times. 
 

Silent Night 
Silent night, holy night, 
All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and Child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 
Silent night, holy night, 

Shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born! 
Silent night, holy night, 

Son of God, love’s pure light; 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face 

With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
PRELUDE                Anna Strong 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME 
 

MUSIC OF THE SEASON             O Holy Night 
 Dave Rowell and Larry Beaudry 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader: Come to the stable, where all that 
is humble becomes magnificent and glory-
filled; where frailty becomes strength 
beyond measure. 
Congregation: Come to Bethlehem, where 
our holy God has brought flesh-and-blood 
love to a people who have been 
oppressed, to all who have waited with 
flickering hope. 
Leader: Come to the manager, to see this 
child who looks so small, powerless, cold, and frail, but who is mighty 
beyond any power ever known. 
Congregation: Come to thank and worship God, for God’s word has 
been made flesh. God fills our living bodies with the Holy Spirit, 
eternal as Christ’s love, and found in all that is lowly, oppressed, 
frail, and beautiful. 
 

*HYMN # 132        O Come, All Ye Faithful 
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UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
Gracious God, you have come to us as a child, when you could have 
come in thunder. In gratitude, on this night of nights we ask you to 
cast your love light into our most shadowed corners. Take us to the 
stable, that we might see this child Jesus, born to sustain the lives 
and work of all people with your holy and loving presence. Fill us 
with the light of that holy, guiding star, so that it may shine on all of 
your children, as it shone that night on the child for whose coming 
we rejoice. Let us, on this night and in all the hours of our lives, be 
the shepherds who attend to your sacred love for us and for all of 
your glorious and promise-filled Creation. AMEN  
 

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE 
One: All through our worship year, we light candles in this holy place 
from the Christ Candle, saying, “The light of Christ brings God’s light 
into the world.” 
All: Tonight, as we live in the glory of our dear Savior’s birth, we 
light this Christ Candle from the lights of our year. Thus do we 
signify a “Beginning that has no beginning.” We remember that the 
light of Christ is at once always brand new, like first light, and has 
always shone to light our path to the Holy Kin-dom to which God 
invites us. 
One: Throughout this season of waiting, we have lit and held up the 
fires of hope, peace, joy, and love. We have imagined what it would 
mean to make these deep-heart yearnings real in our lives. 
All: Tonight, the Christ child comes to us, and we light his candle to 
show the way, as we, in turn, come to him. (Candle is lit.) Shepherds 
and angels all, we are near the stable. In the light of Christ, hope, 
peace, joy, and love come together, not only in the child Jesus, but 
in our own hearts as well. 
One: The child who arrives now is the flesh of our bodies, the breath 
of our spirit, and the soul of our dreams. 
All: May this always be so in our hearts and in the hearts of those to 
whom we reach out with the love of this manger-born child. AMEN 

CONGREGATION SINGS ( Melody – Silent Night) 
Candle light, sacred light. Mystery flames, burning bright. 

Hope, joy and peace are the gifts of this night. 
Love poured out over all within sight. 

Shine your light in our world; shine your light in our world. 
 

LESSONS AND CAROLS 
 

First Lesson   Isaiah 11: 1-3; Isaiah 9: 6-7 
   
Hymn #131(Unison) Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming 
 

Second Lesson  Luke 2: 1-7   
  
Music of the Season  King of Hope (Collinsville Choir) 
 

Third Lesson  Luke 2: 8-14 
 

Music of the Season  Mary Did You Know?  
    (Larry Beaudry) 
 

Fourth Lesson  Luke 2: 15-20   
   
Music of the Season  Go Tell It on the Mountain  
    (Group song)   

READINGS FOR CHRISTMAS 
 

RINGING OF THE CHRISTMAS BELLS 
 

THE SERVICE OF LIGHTS    
During candle lighting, congregation forms a circle around the 
sanctuary. 
 

*HYMN (back page)    Silent Night, Holy Night 
 

BENEDICTION                    (Hold candles aloft, as you are able.) 
  
POSTLUDE 
*We rise, in body or in spirit. 


