
 

 

Welcome to the United Church of Craftsbury.  
If you’re visiting or new to our congregation, please sign our guest book. The greeters can 

supply a hearing device or magnifier to assist you during our service. We would love to keep in 
touch; please leave us your contact on a form in the pew rack. 

 

Participants today:  
Alan Parker, Pastor; Sandalyn Chadwick, Accompanist.   

 

For Next Sunday:    
Jeremiah 31:7-14 or Sirach 24:1-12; Psalm 147:12-20 or Wisdom of Solomon 10:15-21; 

Ephesians 1:3-14; John 1: (1-9) 10-18. 
 

  If you would like to place flowers in the sanctuary  
in memory of a family member or loved one, contact Roberta Alexander (586-7730). 

 

Bulletin news due at church via e-mail, phone message, or note by Friday morning.   You may 
also contact Michelle Warren at 586-9632 or email unitedchurchcraftsbury@gmail.com.   

 

. Upcoming Weekly Church Calendar: 
Sun.  

12/28 
Mon.  
12/29 

Tues.  
12/30 

Wed.  
12/31 

Thurs.  
01/01 

Fri. 
01/02 

Sat.  
01/03 

 

Service: 
10 AM 

 

  
Zumba: 

6 PM 
 

 

 
Yoga: 

4:30 & 6 PM 
 

AA:  
 6 PM 

 

 
 

 

  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Committee Contacts:  

 Church Clerk:  Anne Wilson (586-2825) 
 Church Council: Andy Moffatt  

(586-2248) 

 Community Supper: Barb Strong 
 (586-2516) 

 Deacons:  Andy Moffatt (586-2248) 
 

 

 Horse  & Buggy Club: Paula Massé (586-2857) 
 Ladies Union: Lois Charron (586-9674) 
 Memorial Committee: Mary Ann Merrill 

 (730-4754) 

 Prayer Circle:  Fay Waterhouse (586-2520) 
 Religious Education: Barb Strong (586-2516) 
 Trustees: Cheryl Bailey  (586-9675) 

United Church of Craftsbury 
PO Box 46, Craftsbury Common, VT 05827 

Phone: (802) 586-8028   ∙   Email:  unitedchurchcraftsbury@gmail.com 
Website & Online Calendar:  www.unitedchurchofcraftsbury.com 

Pastor: Rev. Alan Parker∙ Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Arnold Brown ∙ Ministers:The Entire Congregation 

United Church of Craftsbury 

December 28, 2014 
First Sunday after Christmas - Year B 

 

WE GATHER TO BE PRESENT WITH GOD 

 
PRELUDE 

GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
(The first spoken words of our worship time are  

“The peace of Christ be with you.” 
The congregation is invited to respond, saying,  

“And also with you.”) 
INTROIT 

 
GATHERING MUSIC, PRAYER, INVOCATION & MEDITATION 

HYMN (Insert; three times)   Be Still and Know 
(Alternating with reading from Psalm 148) 



 

 

CALL TO PRAYER OF CONFESSION HEALING AND FORGIVENESS 
 

UNISON PRAYER FOR HEALING OF BROKENNESS 
Gracious, forgiving God, too often, we love our desires, and our possessions, 
and ourselves more than we love you. We know in our hearts that giving your 
kind of love to all the Earth is the only answer to the sorrows, troubles, and 
injustices that fracture our world. But we still fail to do this. We find reasons to 
hate, ignore, make fun of, and punish those who don’t fit our cozy, 
unchallenged picture of life. As we await your blessed son’s birth, we kneel 
before you and ask you to grant us the guiding light of your love, that we may 
shine that light into the darkest corners of your soon-to-be-blessed, already 
blessed Creation. 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

RESPONSIVE ASSURANCE OF PARDON   
One: God has been merciful from generation to generation, always loving, 
always forgiving, and always calling us to new life. 
All: Hearts newly open to God; filled with the joy of new Birth, with the Hope 
that walks among us, with the Grace which is always with us. Thanks be to 
God, love makes all well with our souls. AMEN  
 

CHORUS OF ASSURANCE 
(SING) It is well with my soul. It is well with my soul. It is well;  
it is well with my soul.  
 

WE LISTEN TO HEAR GOD’S WORD AND 

RESPOND TO GOD’S HOLY INVITATION WITH SONG 
 

A PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (Unison) 
O God, may our reading, hearing, and understanding of your Word, and our 
own words and song, be acceptable in your sight. For you are our rock and our 
redeemer. AMEN 
 

SCRIPTURE 
o Galatians 4:4-7 
o Luke 2:22-40 
(At the conclusion of Gospel reading, the congregation responds, saying, 

“Thanks be to God, who brings light and truth.”) 
 

CAROLS AND MUSIC OF THE CONGREGATION’S CHOICE 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER, PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION 
& LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come; thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 
 

CHORAL RESPONSE TO PRAYER 
(SING) Hear our prayer, O God; hear our prayer, O God. 

            Incline your ear to us, and grant us your peace. 
 

WE OFFER GIFTS OF OURSELVES AND DEPART IN PEACE 
 

CALL TO GIVING AND RECEIPT OF OFFERING 
   *DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

   *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

*CLOSING HYMN (Congregation’s Choice) 
 

*BENEDICTION  RESPONSE # 590                                                 Threefold Amen 
 

POSTLUDE 
* We rise, either in body or in spirit 
 

  



 

 



 

 

CALL TO PRAYER OF CONFESSION, HEALING, AND FORGIVENESS 
The scary, but finally liberating truth of the Jesus child is that all our ideas about 
power, success, wealth and achievement are thrown aside by a God who 
completely changes our idea that we have to save ourselves and the Creation. 
Now we confess our faith and failures, and we pray for this transformation. 
  



 

 

Scripture for December 28, 2014 
 
Isaiah 61:10-62:3  

I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 

   my whole being shall exult in my God; 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 

   he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 

   and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 

   and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 

so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 

   to spring up before all the nations. 
 

For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, 

   and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest, 

until her vindication shines out like the dawn, 

   and her salvation like a burning torch. 

The nations shall see your vindication, 

   and all the kings your glory; 

and you shall be called by a new name 

   that the mouth of the Lord will give. 

You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, 

   and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 

 

  

 

Galatians 4:4-7 

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, in 

order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. And 

because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! 

Father!" So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God.  

 

Luke 2:22-40 

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to 

Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, "Every firstborn male 

shall be designated as holy to the Lord"), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in 

the law of the Lord, "a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons." 
 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, 

looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed 

to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Messiah. 

Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child 

Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised 

God, saying, 

   "Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 

       according to your word; 

    for my eyes have seen your salvation, 

       which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

    a light for revelation to the Gentiles 



 

 

       and for glory to your people Israel." 
 

And the child's father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then Simeon 

blessed them and said to his mother Mary, "This child is destined for the falling and the rising of 

many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be 

revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too." 
 

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great 

age, having lived with her husband for seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of 

eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshipped there with fasting and prayer night and day. 

At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were 

looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
 

When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to 

their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor 

of God was upon him. 

 

 

End of reading: “This is the word of God; the story of Jesus Christ, who brings light and truth to the 

world.” 

  



 

 

Opening Reading, December 28, 2014 

 

Psalm 148 

Praise God!  
 

Praise God from the heavens; 

   praise God in the heights! 
 

Praise God, all you angels of God; 

  praise God, all you host of heaven! 
 

Praise God,you sun and moon; 

   praise God, all you shining stars! 
 

Praise God, you highest heavens, 

   and you waters above the heavens! 
 

Let them praise the name of God, 

   for God commanded  

and they were created.  
 

God established them  

   forever and ever; 

God fixed their bounds,  

   which cannot be passed. 
 

Praise God from the earth,  

   you sea monsters and all deeps, 

fire and hail, snow and frost,  

   stormy wind fulfilling God's command! 
 

Mountains and all hills,  

   fruit trees and all cedars!  

Beast of the forest and all cattle, 

   crawling things and flying birds!  
 

Rulers of the earth and all peoples, 

   nobles and all leaders of the earth! 
 

Young men and women alike, 

   old and young together! 
 

Let them praise the name of the Sovereign, 

   whose name alone is exalted;  

whose glory is above earth and heaven.  
 

God has raised up a horn for the people, 

   and praise for all the faithful, 

for the people of Israel who are close to God.  
 

Praise be to God! 


