
 

 

 
 

Welcome to the United Church of Craftsbury.  
If you’re visiting or new to our congregation, please sign our guest book. The greeters can 

supply a hearing device or magnifier to assist you during our service.  
 

Participants today:  
Alan Parker, Pastor; Sandalyn Chadwick, Accompanist; Jim Flint, Liturgist. 

 

For Next Sunday:   
Genesis 29:15-28 with Psalm 105:1-11, 45b  or 1 Kings 3:5-12 with Psalm 128 or  

Psalm 119:129-136; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52.    
           

   If you would like to place flowers in the sanctuary  
in memory of a family member or loved one, contact Roberta Alexander (586-7730). 

 

Bulletin news due at church via e-mail, phone message, or note by Friday morning.   You may 
also contact Michelle Warren at 586-9632 or email unitedchurchcraftsbury@gmail.com.   

 

. Upcoming Weekly Church Calendar: 
Sun.  

07/20 
Mon.  
7/21 

Tues.  
7/22 

Wed.  
7/23 

Thurs.  
7/24 

Fri. 
7/25 

Sat.  
7/26 

 
Service: 
10 AM 

 

 

Student 
Lunches: 
11:45 AM 

 
Zumba: 

6 PM 
 

 

 
AA:  

 6 PM 
 

Council 
Meeting: 

7 PM 

 

Student 
Lunches: 
11:45 AM 

 
 

Student 
Lunches: 
11:45 AM  

 

Zumba:  
4:45 PM  

 

Al-Anon:   
6 PM 

  

 

Committee Contacts:  

 Church Clerk:  Anne Wilson (586-2825) 
 Church Council: Andy Moffatt  

(586-2248) 

 Community Supper: Barb Strong 
 (586-2516) 

 Deacons:  Andy Moffatt (586-2248) 
 

 

 Horse  & Buggy Club: Paula Massé (586-2857) 

 Ladies Union: Lois Charron (586-9674) 
 Memorial Committee: Mary Ann Merrill 

 (730-4754) 

 Prayer Circle:  Mary Ann Merrill (730-4754) 

 Religious Education: Barb Strong (586-2516) 

 Trustees: Cheryl Bailey  (586-9675) 
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July 20, 2014 
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A 

 

WE GATHER TO BE PRESENT WITH GOD 
 

PRELUDE 
GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

(The first spoken words of our worship time are  
“The peace of Christ be with you.” 

The congregation is invited to respond, saying, “And also with you.”) 
INTROIT 

 
GATHERING MUSIC, PRAYER, INVOCATION & MEDITATION 

HYMN (Insert; sing 3 times)   Surely the Presence of the Lord 
(Alternating with Reading from Psalm 86) 

The Church steeple is lighted in July to remember L. Earle and Mary T. Wilson. 



 

 

 CALL TO PRAYER OF CONFESSION, HEALING AND FORGIVENESS 
  

UNISON PRAYER FOR HEALING OF BROKENNESS 
Gracious God, the whole and the broken live uneasily, often destructively, in 
our hearts and souls. We are generous, and then tight-fisted. We are joyful, 
and then crushed by sorrow and disappointment. We are hopeful, and then 
cynical. We are warmly welcoming, and then cold to the stranger. We are 
forgiving, and then judgmental. Dear God, shine your love-light on our best. 
Help us to be more in love with you, with our saving Christ, and with all of your 
children. All of them. Truly, we know you are right about this. 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

RESPONSIVE ASSURANCE OF PARDON   
One: All is well between God and us. Humble words, thoughts, and prayers 
refresh us like rain after drought; 
ALL: Like sunshine after storm; like warmth after bitter cold. Assured of 
God’s eternal and unconditional love, we set forth anew to live in and share 
this blessed grace. AMEN 
 

CHORUS OF ASSURANCE 
(SING) It is well with my soul. It is well with my soul. It is well; it is well with my 
soul.  
 

WE LISTEN TO HEAR GOD’S WORD 

A PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION ((Unison) 
O God, may our reading, hearing, and understanding of your Word, and our 
own spoken words, be acceptable in your sight. For you are our rock and our 
redeemer. AMEN 
 

SCRIPTURE 
o Genesis 28:10-19a 
o Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

 (At the conclusion of Gospel reading, the congregation responds, saying, 
“Thanks be to God, who brings light and truth.”) 

REFLECTION                     “Like Trying to Explain a Joke…” 
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S HOLY INVITATION 
 

*HYMN# 495          We Are Climbing Jacob’s Ladder 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER, PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION, 
& LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come; thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 
 

CHORAL RESPONSE TO PRAYER 
(SING) Hear our prayer, O God; hear our prayer, O God. 

             Incline your ear to us, and grant us your peace. 
 

WE OFFER GIFTS OF OURSELVES AND DEPART IN PEACE 
 

CALL TO GIVING AND RECEIPT OF OFFERING 
   *DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

   *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

*CLOSING HYMN # 400               More Love to Thee, O Christ 
 

*BENEDICTION  RESPONSE # 590 Threefold Amen 
 

POSTLUDE 
* We rise, either in body or in spirit 
 



 

 

CALL TO PRAYER OF CONFESSION, HEALING, AND FORGIVENESS 
We tend and manage imperfectly the Creation that is our home, just as we tend 
the paths of our lives in ways that are both beautiful and broken. We are, as 
Scripture tells us, “wondrously made,” but not perfectly so. Our confession takes 
stock of what is broken in our lives and what we have broken ourselves. Our 
prayer casts healing light on dark corners, so that we might begin anew to live in 
the fullness of God’s love. 
  



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Opening Reading, July 20, 2014 

 

Psalm 86:11-17 
 

Teach me your way, O God, 

   that I may walk in your truth; 

give me an undivided heart  

    to revere your name. 

 

I give thanks to you, O God my God,  

   with my whole heart, 

and I will glorify your name forever. 

 

 

For great is your steadfast love toward me; 

   you have delivered my soul from the depths of despair. 

 

Turn to me and be gracious to me; 

   give your strength to your servant; 

save the child of your serving-maid. 

 

Show me a sign of your favor, 

because you, God, have helped me and comforted me. 

  



 

 

Scripture for July 20, 2014 

 

Genesis 28:10-19a 
Jacob left Beer-sheba and went towards Haran. He came to a certain place and stayed there for the night, 

because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay down in 

that place. And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; 

and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the Lord stood beside him and said, "I 

am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac. The land on which you lie I will give 

to you and to your offspring; and your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth. You shall spread 

abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall 

be blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and 

will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you." 

Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, "Surely the Lord is in this place — and I did not know it!" And 

he was afraid, and said, "How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is 

the gate of heaven." 

 

So Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that he had put under his head and set it up for a 

pillar and poured oil on the top of it. He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the 

first. 

 

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
He put before them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who sowed 

good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the 

wheat, and then went away. So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 

And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in your 

field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has done this.' The slaves said 

to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you 

would uproot the wheat along with them. Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest 

time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the 

wheat into my barn.'" 

 

Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us 

the parable of the weeds of the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 

the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the 

evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are 

angels. Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son 

of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 

and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then 

the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!" 

 

End of reading: “This is the word of God; the story of Jesus Christ, who brings light and truth to the 

world.” 

 

 

 


