
 

 

Welcome to the United Church of Craftsbury.  
If you’re visiting or new to our congregation, please sign our guest book. The greeters can 

supply a hearing device or magnifier to assist you during our service. We would love to keep in 
touch; please leave us your contact on a form in the pew rack.  

 

Participants today:  
Alan Parker, Pastor; Sandalyn Chadwick, Accompanist; Jennifer Lapoint, Liturgist.   

 

For Next Sunday:   
Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 with Psalm 19 or Isaiah 5:1-7 with Psalm 80:7-15; 

Philippians 3:4b-14; Matthew 21:33-46. 
 

   If you would like to place flowers in the sanctuary  
in memory of a family member or loved one, contact Roberta Alexander (586-7730). 

 

Bulletin news due at church via e-mail, phone message, or note by Friday morning.   You may 
also contact Michelle Warren at 586-9632 or email unitedchurchcraftsbury@gmail.com.   

 

. Upcoming Weekly Church Calendar: 
Sun.  

09/28 
Mon.  
09/29 

Tues.  
09/30 

Wed.  
10/01 

Thurs.  
10/02 

Fri. 
10/03 

Sat.  
10/04 

 
Service: 
10 AM 

 

 

  
Zumba: 

6 PM 
 

 

Yoga: 
4:30 & 6 PM 

 

AA:  
 6 PM 

 
Church 
Council:  

7 PM 

 
 

  
 

 
Zumba:  4:30 PM  

 

Al-Anon:  6 PM 
 

 

  
 
 

 

Committee Contacts:  

 Church Clerk:  Anne Wilson (586-2825) 

 Church Council: Andy Moffatt  
(586-2248) 

 Community Supper: Barb Strong 
 (586-2516) 

 Deacons:  Andy Moffatt (586-2248) 
 

 

 Horse  & Buggy Club: Paula Massé (586-2857) 
 Ladies Union: Lois Charron (586-9674) 

 Memorial Committee: Mary Ann Merrill 
 (730-4754) 

 Prayer Circle:  Fay Waterhouse (586-2520) 
 Religious Education: Barb Strong (586-2516) 
 Trustees: Cheryl Bailey  (586-9675) 

United Church of Craftsbury 
PO Box 46, Craftsbury Common, VT 05827 

Phone: (802) 586-8028   ∙   Email:  unitedchurchcraftsbury@gmail.com 
Website & Online Calendar:  www.unitedchurchofcraftsbury.com 

Pastor: Rev. Alan Parker∙ Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Arnold Brown ∙ Ministers:The Entire Congregation 

United Church of Craftsbury 

September 28, 2014 
Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year A 

 

WE GATHER TO BE PRESENT WITH GOD 
 

PRELUDE 
GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

(The first spoken words of our worship time are  
“The peace of Christ be with you.” 

The congregation is invited to respond, saying, “And also with you.”) 
INTROIT 

 

GATHERING MUSIC, PRAYER, INVOCATION & MEDITATION 
HYMN # 77 (V. 1 & 2)    Be Still, My Soul 

(Alternating with Reading from Psalm 25) 
 

CALL TO PRAYER OF CONFESSION, HEALING AND FORGIVENESS 
 



 

 

UNISON PRAYER FOR HEALING OF BROKENNESS 
Gracious God, you have given us the freedom to follow you or not. Too often, 
we choose the ‘not.’ We convince ourselves that we don’t need your guiding, 
loving hand, and we chase after our obsessions and self-focused goals as if you 
didn’t notice or care. We judge each other harshly; we consume your treasures 
blindly; we turn away from broken children; we squabble about unimportant 
things. Tap us on the shoulder now; remind us why we’re here; to love you and 
our neighbors in a shining vision of your Creation, sanctified by our every act 
and thought. 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

RESPONSIVE ASSURANCE OF PARDON   
One: God forgives us more easily than we forgive ourselves and each other. 
God’s holy blessings include complete forgiveness and ever-new joy in us; the 
chance, always, to begin anew. 
All: Thanks be to God; the confessing heart is the forgiven heart. Set free 
from brokenness, all may again be - and is - well with our souls. AMEN 
 

CHORUS OF ASSURANCE 
(SING) It is well with my soul. It is well with my soul. It is well; it is well with my 
soul.  
 

WE LISTEN TO HEAR GOD’S WORD 
 

A PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (Unison) 
O God, may our reading, hearing, and understanding of your Word, and our 
own spoken words, be acceptable in your sight. For you are our rock and our 
redeemer. AMEN 
 

SCRIPTURE 
o Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
o Matthew 21:23-32 

(At the conclusion of Gospel reading, the congregation responds, saying, 
“Thanks be to God, who brings light and truth.”) 

 

REFLECTION                                      “By What Authority?” 
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S HOLY INVITATION 
 

*HYMN # 74           O, How Glorious, Full of Wonder 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER, PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION, 
& LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come; thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the  
power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 
 

CHORAL RESPONSE TO PRAYER 
(SING) Hear our prayer, O God; hear our prayer, O God. 

             Incline your ear to us, and grant us your peace. 
 

WE OFFER GIFTS OF OURSELVES AND DEPART IN PEACE 
 

CALL TO GIVING AND RECEIPT OF OFFERING 
   *DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

   *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

*CLOSING HYMN # 404                   Take My Life and Let It Be 
 

*BENEDICTION  RESPONSE # 590                                             Threefold Amen 
 

POSTLUDE 
* We rise, either in body or in spirit 
 



 

 

CALL TO PRAYER OF CONFESSION, HEALING, AND FORGIVENESS 
We work out our own salvation, as St. Paul says, with fear and trembling; for it is 
God who is at work in us. We may begin this holy work anew at any time - every 
day; every moment. Here and now, we begin by confessing the sin and 
brokenness that, in our busyness, separates us from God and God’s holy challenge 
to us. 
  
 
  



 

 

Scripture for September 28, 2014 
 
 
Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
The word of the Lord came to me: What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land of 
Israel, "The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children's teeth are set on edge"? As I live, says the 
Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. Know that all lives are mine; the life of the 
parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die. 
 
Yet you say, "The way of the Lord is unfair." Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your 
ways that are unfair? When the righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they 
shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed they shall die. Again, when the wicked turn 
away from the wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their 
life. Because they considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, 
they shall surely live; they shall not die. Yet the house of Israel says, "The way of the Lord is unfair." O 
house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 
 
Therefore, I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the Lord God. 
Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. Cast away from you all 
the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new 
spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord 
God. Turn, then, and live. 
 
 
Matthew 21:23-32 
When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was 
teaching, and said, "By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?" 
Jesus said to them, "I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by 
what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?" 
And they argued with one another, "If we say, 'From heaven,' he will say to us, 'Why then did you not 
believe him?' But if we say, 'Of human origin', we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a 
prophet." So they answered Jesus, "We do not know." And he said to them, "Neither will I tell you by 
what authority I am doing these things. 
 
"What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, 'Son, go and work in the 
vineyard today.' He answered, 'I will not'; but later he changed his mind and went. The father went to 
the second and said the same; and he answered, 'I go, sir'; but he did not go. Which of the two did the 
will of his father?" They said, "The first." Jesus said to them, "Truly I tell you, the tax-collectors and the 
prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you in the way of 
righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax-collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and 
even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him." 
 
End of reading: “This is the word of God; the story of Jesus Christ, who brings light and truth to the 
world.” 
  



 

 

Opening Reading, September 28, 2014 
 
Psalm 25:1-9   

To you, O God, I lift up my soul. 

 

O my God, in you I trust; 

   do not let me be put to shame; 

do not let my enemies exult over me. 

 

Do not let those who wait for you  

   be put to shame; 

let them be ashamed  

   who are wantonly treacherous. 

 

Make me to know your ways, O God; 

   teach me your paths. 

 

Lead me in your truth,  

   and teach me, 

for you are the God of my salvation; 

   for you I wait all day long. 

 

Be mindful of your mercy,  

   O God,  

and of your steadfast love, 

   for they have been from of old. 

 

Do not remember the sins of my youth  

   or my transgressions; 

according to your steadfast love remember me, 

   for your goodness' sake, O God! 

 

Good and upright is God; 

   therefore God instructs sinners in the way. 

 

God leads the humble in what is right, 

   and teaches the humble God's way. 

 


