
 

 

Welcome to the United Church of Craftsbury.  
If you’re visiting or new to our congregation, please sign our guest book. The greeters can 

supply a hearing device or magnifier to assist you during our service. We would love to keep in 
touch; please leave us your contact on a form in the pew rack. 

 

Participants today:  
Rev. Alan Parker, Pastor; Sandalyn Chadwick, Accompanist; Robert Alexander, Liturgist.   

 

For Next Sunday:    
Deuteronomy 18:15-20; Psalm 111; 1 Corinthians 8:1-13; Mark 1:21-28. 

 

  If you would like to place flowers in the sanctuary  
in memory of a family member or loved one, contact Roberta Alexander (586-7730). 

 

Bulletin news due at church via e-mail, phone message, or note by Friday morning.   You may 
also contact Michelle Warren at 586-9632 or email unitedchurchcraftsbury@gmail.com.   

 

. Upcoming Weekly Church Calendar: 
Sun.  

01/25 
Mon.  
01/26 

Tues.  
01/27 

Wed.  
01/28 

Thurs.  
01/29 

Fri. 
01/30 

Sat.  
01/31 

 

Service: 
10 AM 

 

Annual 
Meeting 

afterwards 

 

  
Zumba: 

6 PM 
 

 

 

Yoga: 
4:30 & 6 PM 

 

AA:  
 6 PM 

 

Church 
Council:  

 7 PM 

 
 

 

  
 

Zumba:  
4:45 PM  

 
Al-Anon: 

6 PM 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Committee Contacts:  
 Church Clerk:  Anne Wilson (586-2825) 

 Church Council: Andy Moffatt  
(586-2248) 

 Community Supper: Barb Strong 
 (586-2516) 

 Deacons:  Andy Moffatt (586-2248) 
 

 

 Horse  & Buggy Club: Paula Massé (586-2857) 
 Ladies Union: Lois Charron (586-9674) 

 Memorial Committee: Mary Ann Merrill 
 (730-4754) 

 Prayer Circle:  Fay Waterhouse (586-2520) 
 Religious Education: Barb Strong (586-2516) 

 Trustees: Cheryl Bailey  (586-9675) 
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United Church of Craftsbury 
 

January 25, 2015 
Third Sunday after Epiphany 

 

WE GATHER TO BE PRESENT WITH GOD 
 

PRELUDE 
GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

(The first spoken words of our worship time are  
“The peace of Christ be with you.” 

The congregation is invited to respond, saying,  
“And also with you.”) 

INTROIT 
 

GATHERING MUSIC, PRAYER, INVOCATION & MEDITATION 
HYMN # 339    All My Hope on God Is Founded 

(Alternating with reading from Psalm 62) 
 

CALL TO PRAYER OF CONFESSION, HEALING AND FORGIVENESS 

http://www.ucc.org/worship_samuel_february_1_2015#Mark


 

 

UNISON PRAYER FOR HEALING OF BROKENNESS 
Holy and gracious God, you have given us the gift of voice, but we have not used 
this gift as you imagined. We talk when you invite us into silence; we are silent 
when you call us to speak truth to power. We are afraid to listen to your call; your 
song of Creation’s love. When you would have us sing out loudly, we think 
ourselves too broken to sing. Or we think the world too broken to hear your ever-
new song of hope. We retreat into our fears while you call us to sing without fear. 
Teach us again the sacred song of your love. We need to sing it, for ourselves and 
for your entire holy, broken-hearted world. Make us healers, God; heal us and 
make us healers. 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

RESPONSIVE ASSURANCE OF PARDON   
One: Creation’s sweetest music is always a song that calls us to be fully alive with 
God. It calls us to new and grace-filled life. It calls us to beauty, gratitude, and 
new hopefulness. 
All: God never stops loving; God never stops calling. We answer anew, knowing 
that our song of “Yes” - and only this song - makes all well with our forever-
souls. 
 

CHORUS OF ASSURANCE 
(SING) It is well with my soul. It is well with my soul.  
 It is well; it is well with my soul. 
 

LITURGY OF WELCOME FOR NEW MEMBERS (See insert) 
 

WE LISTEN TO HEAR GOD’S WORD 
 

A PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (Unison) 
O God, may our reading, hearing, and understanding of your Word, and our own 
words spoken, sung, and prayed, be acceptable in your sight. For you are our rock 
and our redeemer. AMEN 
 

SCRIPTURE 
o Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
o 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
o Mark 1:14-20 

 (At the conclusion of Gospel reading, the congregation responds, saying, 
“Thanks be to God, who brings light and truth.”) 

 

REFLECTION    “Let’s Go Fishing” 
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S HOLY INVITATION 
 

*HYMN # 322              Jesus Calls Us, O’er the Tumult 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER, PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION & LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come; thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 
 

CHORAL RESPONSE TO PRAYER 
(SING)         Hear our prayer, O God; hear our prayer, O God. 

          Incline your ear to us, and grant us your peace. 
 

WE OFFER GIFTS OF OURSELVES AND DEPART IN PEACE 
 

CALL TO GIVING AND RECEIPT OF OFFERING 
   *DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

   *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

*CLOSING HYMN # 542 (Sing twice) Sweet Savior, Bless Us Ere We Go 
 

*BENEDICTION  RESPONSE # 590 Threefold Amen 
 

POSTLUDE 
* We rise, either in body or in spirit 



 

 

Lenten Guide Reminder 
 
For many years, we have created a Lenten Guide, a daily 
devotional book to guide our spiritual journey through Lent. 
Last year, we were able to create this guide without needing 
to use previously offered meditations; so many of you offered 
gifts that helped us think and pray in this time. Please help us 
again; a favorite reading, poem, song lyrics, or an original 
piece of your own. 
 
Send them to the church office (PO Box 46, Craftsbury 
Common, 05827); or e-mail them 
to unitedchurchcraftsbury@gmail.com. They should be short 
enough to fit on a half-page – 250 words or so. 
 
We would love to have your prayerful wisdom as part of this 
tradition.  Please submit by February 4th, so we can have the book 
ready for Ash Wednesday, February 18th.  

 
Thanks so much.  
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Pastor: Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto you.  AMEN.  

 

United Church of Craftsbury Covenant (Spoken in unison) 

We covenant with the Lord and with one another, and do bind 

ourselves, in the presence of God, to walk together in His holy 

ways. We will strive to be doers of the Word and not hearers 

only, to be firm in faith, quickened in hope, and constant in 

charity. And we will consecrate our time, talents, substance, and 

influence as heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ. AMEN 

 

WELCOME 

Leader:  Let us, the members of the United Church of Craftsbury, 

express our welcome and affirm our mutual ministry in Christ. 

Congregation: We welcome you with joy in the common life of 

this, the United Church of Craftsbury. We promise you our 

friendship and prayers as we share the hopes and labors of the 

church. By the power of the Holy Spirit, may we continue to 

grow together in the knowledge of God’s love, and may we ever 

be witnesses to the holy mystery of the risen, eternal Christ, in 

whose name we pray and work. 

 

 

 

Liturgy for Reception of New Members 

INVITATION 

Through Baptism, these people joining us today have all been accepted 

into the faith and family of Jesus Christ.  Since then they have lived as a 

part of the universal Body of Christ.  Now something has changed.  

They have been moved by God’s Spirit to join with this congregation 

and to have a covenanted part in our work and witness.  They may have 

come from a host of faith traditions, but today they join their journey 

with ours.  They bring to us experience and wisdom in ministry and 

mission with us and they submerge their singularity to be part of a 

community of faith.  In joining this local expression of Christ’s 

Universal Church, they express a willingness and desire to be a part of 

something grand and beautiful, even in its human limitations.   

 

As we welcome them into our community, we welcome them into the 

costs and joys of working with others.  We accept that they will bring 

gifts and challenges, insights and questions.  From today onward, we 

will be together on a faith journey that follows the way of Jesus that we 

discern together.  We will be one with Jesus as our leader, who said,, 

“Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by 

itself unless it is a part of the vine, neither can you unless you abide in 

me. I am the vine; you are the branches. Anyone who abides in me and I 

abide in them will bear much fruit. God is glorified by this, that you 

bear much fruit and become my disciples. If you keep my 

commandments, you will abide in my love.” [John 15, adapted] 



 

 

At this time I invite [names] to come forward. 

 

QUESTIONS 

Do you desire to join this local expression of the universal body of 

Christ? 

We/I do. 

Can you trust that God loves you unconditionally and calls you to 

trust Jesus as teacher and example of the way to live and grow 

toward God?  Can you trust that as a Christian in this community of 

Faith that here you will be guided, comforted, challenged, and 

inspired by the Holy Spirit? 

We/I can and will. 

Do you accept that as part of a community you will both give and 

receive both the joys and costs of following the way of Christ? 

We/I do with the help of God. 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH AND COVENANT 

 

United Church of Christ Statement of Faith 

 (New members in unison) We believe in you, O God, Eternal Spirit, 

God of our Savior Jesus Christ and our God, and to your deeds we 

testify:  

(Individually) 

 You call the worlds into being, create persons in your own 

image, and set before each one the ways of life and death.  

 You seek in holy love to save all people from aimlessness and 

sin.  

 You judge people and nations by your righteous will, 

declared through prophets and apostles.  

 In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, our crucified and risen 

Savior, you have come to us and shared our common lot, 

conquering sin and death and reconciling the world to 

yourself.  

 You bestow upon us your Holy Spirit, creating and renewing 

the church of Jesus Christ, binding in covenant faithful people 

of all ages, tongues, and races.  

 You call us into your church to accept the cost and joy of 

discipleship, to be your servants in the service of others, to 

proclaim the gospel to all the world and resist the powers of 

evil, to share in Christ's baptism and eat at his table, to join 

him in his passion and victory.  

 You promise to all who trust you forgiveness of sins and 

fullness of grace, courage in the struggle for justice and 

peace, your presence in trial and rejoicing, and eternal life in 

your realm, which has no end.  

  



 

 

CALL TO PRAYER OF CONFESSION, HEALING, AND FORGIVENESS 
Are we able to confess with joy? Can we acknowledge that leaving sin and 
brokenness behind is not about unworthiness and punishment, but is only about 
new life? We try such a spirit of confession, as we pray together… 
  



 

 

Scripture for January 25, 2015 

 

Jonah 3:1-5, 10 

The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, "Get up, go to 

Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you." So Jonah 

set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was 

an exceedingly large city, a three days' walk across. Jonah began to go into the 

city, going a day's walk. And he cried out, "Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be 

overthrown!" 

 

And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, 

great and small, put on sackcloth. When God saw what they did, how they turned 

from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he 

would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 

 

 

1 Corinthians 7:29-31  

I mean, brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short. From now on, let 

even those who have wives be as though they had none, and those who mourn as 

though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not 

rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no possessions, and those who 

deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of 

this world is passing away. 

 

Mark 1:14-20 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 

God, and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; 

repent, and believe in the good news." As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he 

saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the sea — for they were 

fishermen. And Jesus said to them, "Follow me and I will make you fish for 

people." And immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went a little 

farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat 

mending the nets. Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in 

the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 

 

End of reading: “This is the word of God; the story of Jesus Christ, who brings 

light and truth to the world.” 

  



 

 

Opening Reading, January 25, 2015 

 

Psalm 62:5-12 

For God alone my soul waits in silence, 

   for my hope is from God. 

 

God alone is my rock 

  and my salvation, my fortress; 

I shall not be shaken. 

 

On God rests my deliverance and my honor; 

  my mighty rock, my refuge is in God. 

 

Trust in God at all times, O people; 

  pour out your heart before God; 

  who is a refuge for us. 

 

Those of low estate are but a breath, 

  those of high estate are a delusion; 

in the balances they go up; 

  they are together lighter than a breath. 

 

Put no confidence in extortion, 

  and set no vain hopes on robbery; 

if riches increase, do not set your heart on them. 

 

Once God has spoken; twice have I heard this: 

  that power belongs to God, 

and steadfast love belongs to you, O God. 

 

For you repay to all 

  according to their work. 

 

 
 


