
 

 

Welcome to the United Church of Craftsbury.  
If you’re visiting or new to our congregation, please sign our guest book. The greeters can 

supply a hearing device or magnifier to assist you during our service. We would love to keep in 
touch; please leave us your contact on a form in the pew rack. 

 

Participants today:  
Rev. Alan Parker, Pastor; Sandalyn Chadwick, Accompanist; Warren William, Liturgist.   

Special Music:  Ned Houston and Don Houghton 
 

For Next Sunday:    
Numbers 21:4-9;  Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22;  Ephesians 2:1-10;   John 3:14-21. 

 

  If you would like to place flowers in the sanctuary  
in memory of a family member or loved one, contact Roberta Alexander (586-7730). 

 

Bulletin news due at church via e-mail, phone message, or note by Friday morning.   You may also 
contact Michelle Warren at 586-9632 or email unitedchurchcraftsbury@gmail.com. 

. Upcoming Weekly Church Calendar: 
Sun.  

03/08 
Mon.  
03/09 

Tues.  
03/10 

Wed.  
03/11 

Thurs.  
03/12 

Fri. 
03/13 

Sat.  
03/14 

 

 
Service: 
10 AM 

 
 

 

 
Zumba: 

6 PM 
` 

 

 
 

AA:  
 6 PM 

 
Deacons’ 
Meeting:  

7 PM 
 
 

 
 

Ecumenical 
Service at 

East 
Craftsbury 

Presbyterian 

Church: 
7 PM 

  

 
Zumba:  
4:45 PM  

 
Al-Anon: 

6 PM 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Capoeira: 
9:30 AM 

 

Committee Contacts:  

 Church Clerk:  Anne Wilson (586-2825) 
 Church Council: Andy Moffatt  

(586-2248) 
 Community Supper: Barb Strong 

 (586-2516) 

 Deacons:  Jen LaPoint (586-2883) 
 

 

 Horse  & Buggy Club: Paula Massé (586-2857) 

 Ladies Union: Lois Charron (586-9674) 
 Memorial Committee: Mary Ann Merrill 

 (730-4754) 

 Prayer Circle:  Norma Waterhouse (586-2285) 
 Religious Education: Barb Strong (586-2516) 
 Trustees: Cheryl Bailey  (586-9675) 

United Church of Craftsbury 
PO Box 46, Craftsbury Common, VT 05827 

Phone: (802) 586-8028   ∙   Email:  unitedchurchcraftsbury@gmail.com 
Website & Online Calendar:  www.unitedchurchofcraftsbury.com 

Pastor: Rev. Alan Parker∙ Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Arnold Brown ∙ Ministers:The Entire Congregation 

United Church of Craftsbury 

 
March 8, 2015 

Third Sunday of Lent – Year B 
 

WE GATHER TO BE PRESENT WITH GOD 
 

PRELUDE 
GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

(The first spoken words of our worship time are  
“The peace of Christ be with you.” 

The congregation is invited to respond, saying,  
“And also with you.”) 

INTROIT 
 

GATHERING MUSIC, PRAYER, INVOCATION & MEDITATION 
HYMN # 38      Morning Has Broken 

(Alternating with reading from Psalm 19) 

Hyla Brook Thompson, Born February 25, 2015 
Parents – Cody and Emily Thompson 

 

http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=74#hebrew_reading
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=74#psalm_reading
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=74#epistle_reading
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=74#gospel_reading


 

 

 

CALL TO PRAYER OF CONFESSION, HEALING AND FORGIVENESS 
 

UNISON PRAYER FOR HEALING OF BROKENNESS 
Gracious God, what we call our own wisdom is incomplete and often foolish. 
Yours is the wisdom that will save our troubled world. In our confession, we 
call your wisdom to live in all corners of our lives. Where we consume blindly, 
let us grow and feed instead. Where we suspect, let us trust instead. Where 
we hate, let us love instead. Where we lie, let us speak truth instead. Where 
we kill, let us give birth instead. Where we covet, let us be content instead. 
Where we dishonor, let us revere instead. Where we are lonely and broken, let 
us be loved and whole instead. Hear us please, O God, for we long to be in and 
of your love. 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

RESPONSIVE ASSURANCE OF PARDON   
One: Every day, God offers us mercy and hope. Every moment, we are 
surrounded by God's love. Friends, trust this Good News. It is for us, and for all 
who share Creation’s promise with us. 
All: God takes our brokenhearted prayers and shapes them into words of 
grace, joy, and peace. Thanks be to God; we are forgiven and renewed. 
AMEN 
 

CHORUS OF ASSURANCE 
(SING) It is well with my soul. It is well with my soul. It is well;  
it is well with my soul.  
 

WE LISTEN TO HEAR GOD’S WORD 
 

A PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (Unison) 
O God, may our reading, hearing, and understanding of your Word, and our 
own words spoken, sung, and prayed, be acceptable in your sight. For you are 
our rock and our redeemer. AMEN 
 

LENTEN GUIDE READING 

SCRIPTURE 
o Exodus 20:1-17 
o 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
o John 2:13-22 
(At the conclusion of Gospel reading, the congregation responds, saying, 

“Thanks be to God, who brings light and truth.”) 
 

REFLECTION                       “That Your Days May Be Long” 
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S HOLY INVITATION 

*HYMN # 436                       O God of Earth and Altar 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER, PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION & LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come; thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 
 

CHORAL RESPONSE TO PRAYER 
(SING) Hear our prayer, O God; hear our prayer, O God. 

            Incline your ear to us, and grant us your peace. 
 

WE OFFER GIFTS OF OURSELVES AND DEPART IN PEACE 

CALL TO GIVING AND RECEIPT OF OFFERING 
   *DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

   *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

*CLOSING HYMN # 366          God of Grace and God of Glory 
 

*BENEDICTION  RESPONSE # 590                                             Threefold Amen 
 

POSTLUDE 
* We rise, either in body or in spirit 



 

 

CALL TO PRAYER OF CONFESSION, HEALING AND FORGIVENESS 
It is both troubling and liberating to examine our hearts. This work is at the heart 

of our Lenten devotion. We walk a hard path in this time. 
  



 

 

Scripture for March 8, 2015 

 

Exodus 20: 1-17 

Then God spoke all these words: I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out 

of the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself an idol, 

whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the 

water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the Lord your God am a 

jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those 

who reject me, but showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep 

my commandments. You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord 

will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. Remember the Sabbath day, and keep it holy. Six days you 

shall labor and do all your work. But the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do 

any work — you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien 

resident in your towns. For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, 

but rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and consecrated it. 

 

Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your God is 

giving you. You shall not murder. You shall not commit adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not bear 

false witness against your neighbor. You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your 

neighbor's wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

 

1 Corinthians 1:18-25 (Excerpted) 

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it 

is the power of God. For it is written, "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the 

discerning I will thwart." Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this 

age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? …God's foolishness is wiser than human 

wisdom, and God's weakness is stronger than human strength. 

 

John 2:13-22 

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple, he found people selling 

cattle, sheep, and doves, and the moneychangers seated at their tables. Making a whip of cords, he drove 

all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money 

changers and overturned their tables. He told those who were selling the doves, "Take these things out of 

here! Stop making my Father's house a marketplace!" His disciples remembered that it was written, "Zeal 

for your house will consume me." The Jews then said to him, "What sign can you show us for doing 

this?" Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up." The Jews then said, 

"This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?" But 

he was speaking of the temple of his body. After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered 

that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 

 

 

End of reading: “This is the word of God; the story of Jesus Christ, who brings light and truth to 

the world.” 

  



 

 

Opening Reading, March 8, 2015 

 

Psalm 19 

 

Verse 1 

The heavens are telling the glory of God; 

  and the firmament proclaims God's handiwork. 

 

Day to day pours forth speech, 

  and night to night declares knowledge. 

 

There is no speech, nor are there words; 

  their voice is not heard; 

yet their voice goes out through all the earth, 

  and their words to the end of the world. 

 

In the heavens, God has set a tent for the sun; 

it rises from the end of the heavens, 

  and its circuit to the end of them; 

and nothing is hid from its heat. 

 

Verse 2 

The law of God is perfect, 

  reviving the soul; 

the decrees of God are sure, 

  making wise the simple; 

 

the precepts of God are right, 

  rejoicing the heart; 

the commandment of God is clear, 

  enlightening the eyes; 

 

the fear of God is pure, 

  enduring forever; 

the ordinances of God are true 

  and righteous altogether. 

 

More to be desired are they than gold, 

  even much fine gold; 

sweeter also than honey, 

  and drippings of the honeycomb. 

 

Moreover by them is your servant warned; 

  in keeping them there is great reward. 

 

Verse 3 

 


