
 

 

The Ladies Union is responsible for the church kitchen and its contents. We are experiencing an 
ongoing problem with dishes, tablecloths, utensils and other items which have gone missing.  If 
anyone wishes to borrow something from the church kitchen, we are asking that he or she call 
Betty Morrison at 586-2560 or Joan Simmons at 586-2854.  Please pass this info on to others 

who might not be in church. The Ladies Union appreciates your cooperation. Thank you. 
 

Participants today:  
Rev. Alan Parker, Pastor; Sandalyn Chadwick, Accompanist; Joan Simmons, Liturgist.   

 

For Next Sunday:    
Acts 8:26-40, Psalm 22:25-31, 1 John 4:7-21 & John 15:1-8 

 

  If you would like to place flowers in the sanctuary  
in memory of a family member or loved one, contact Roberta Alexander (586-7730). 

 

Bulletin news due at church via e-mail, phone message, or note by Friday morning.   You may 
also contact Michelle Warren at 586-9632 or email unitedchurchcraftsbury@gmail.com. 

 

. Upcoming Weekly Church Calendar: 
Sun.  

04/26 
Mon.  
04/27 

Tues.  
04/28 

Wed.  
04/29 

Thurs.  
04/30 

Fri. 
05/01 

Sat.  
05/02 

 

 
Service: 
10 AM 

 

 

 
Zumba: 

6 PM 
` 

 

 
 

AA:  
 6 PM 

 
 

 

 
“Forgiveness” 

Book 
Discussion 

Series: 
7 PM 

  

 
Capoeira:  
 3-4 PM 

 

Zumba:  4:45 PM  
 

Al-Anon: 6 PM 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Committee Contacts:  

 Church Clerk:  Anne Wilson (586-2825) 

 Church Council: Andy Moffatt  
(586-2248) 

 Community Supper: Barb Strong 
 (586-2516) 

 Deacons:  Jen LaPoint (586-2883) 
 

 

 Horse  & Buggy Club: Paula Massé (586-2857) 
 Ladies Union: Lois Charron (586-9674) 

 Memorial Committee: Mary Ann Merrill 
 (730-4754) 

 Prayer Circle:  Norma Waterhouse (586-2285) 
 Religious Education: Barb Strong (586-2516) 
 Trustees: Cheryl Bailey  (586-9675) 
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April 26, 2015 
Fourth Sunday of Eastertide – Year B 

 

WE GATHER TO BE PRESENT WITH GOD 
 

PRELUDE 
GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

(The first spoken words of our worship time are 
 “The peace of Christ be with you.” 

The congregation is invited to respond, saying, “And also with you.”) 
 

INTROIT 
 

GATHERING MUSIC, PRAYER, INVOCATION & MEDITATION 
HYMN # 333   Father Almighty, Bless US with Thy Blessing 

(Alternating with reading from Psalm 23) 

Sophia Amelia Chelak, daughter of Katherine Fritz and T. J. Chelaktz 



 

 

CALL TO PRAYER OF CONFESSION, HEALING AND FORGIVENESS 
 

UNISON PRAYER FOR HEALING OF BROKENNESS 
God, we pray with hearts filled with both celebration and troubles; with hope 
and contrition; with doubt and certainty of your love. We celebrate the 
promise of resurrection even as we dwell on sin, sorrow, and death. You know 
our power for goodness; and you know how often we forget your tender, 
redeeming love. Please shine your loving light on our stubborn self-will; show 
it for what it is. We want to be kind, just, helpful, and open to your love for us 
– all of us. Let your forgiveness teach us how to forgive ourselves, and to 
forgive those with whom we share your Creation. 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
One: This is the good news: wherever we are, God is with us; whoever we are, 
God forgives us, 
and offers us new life. 
All: Surely, goodness and mercy are the companions we have been longing 
for, faithful friends as we continue our journey as God's people, forever and 
ever. AMEN 
 

CHORUS OF ASSURANCE 
(SING) It is well with my soul. It is well with my soul. It is well; it is well with my 
soul.  
 

WE LISTEN TO HEAR GOD’S WORD 
 

A PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (Unison) 
O God, may our reading, hearing, and understanding of your Word, and our 
own words spoken, sung, and prayed, be acceptable in your sight. For you are 
our rock and our redeemer. AMEN 
 

SCRIPTURE 
o Acts 4:5-12 
o 1 John 3:16-24 
o John 10:11-18 
(At the conclusion of Gospel reading, the congregation responds, saying, 

“Thanks be to God, who brings light and truth.”) 
 

REFLECTION                                    “Boldness Before God” 
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S HOLY INVITATION 

*HYMN # 348                   My Faith Looks Up to Thee 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER, PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION & LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come; thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 
 

CHORAL RESPONSE TO PRAYER 
(SING) Hear our prayer, O God; hear our prayer, O God. 

             Incline your ear to us, and grant us your peace. 
 

WE OFFER GIFTS OF OURSELVES AND DEPART IN PEACE 

CALL TO GIVING AND RECEIPT OF OFFERING 
   *DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

   *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

*CLOSING HYMN # 381               My Faith It Is an Oaken Staff  
 

*BENEDICTION  RESPONSE # 590                                                 Threefold Amen 
 

POSTLUDE 
* We rise, either in body or in spirit 



 

 

 
CALL TO PRAYER OF CONFESSION, HEALING, AND FORGIVENESS 
Are we able to confess with joy? Can we acknowledge that leaving sin and 
brokenness behind is not about unworthiness and punishment, but is only about 
new life? We try such a spirit of confession, as we pray together… 
  



 

 

Scripture for April 26, 2015 

 

Acts 4:5-12 

The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest, 

Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. When they had made 

the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, "By what power or by what name did you do this?" 

Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, "Rulers of the people and elders, if we are 

questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man 

has been healed, let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing 

before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God 

raised from the dead. This Jesus is 'the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; it has become the 

cornerstone.' There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among 

mortals by which we must be saved." 

 

1 John 3:16-24 

We know love by this: that he laid down his life for us — and we ought to lay down our lives for one 

another. How does God's love abide in anyone who has the world's goods and sees a brother or sister 

in need and yet refuses help? Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and 

action. And by this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him 

whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 

Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; and we receive from him 

whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him. 

 

And this is his commandment; that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love 

one another, just as he has commanded us. All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he 

abides in them. And by this, we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us. 

 

John 10:11-18 

"I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired hand, who is 

not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs 

away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs away because a hired hand 

does not care for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as 

the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep 

that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will 

be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order 

to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay 

it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father." 

 

 

End of reading: “This is the word of God; the story of Jesus Christ, who brings light and truth to 

the world.” 

Opening Reading, April 26, 2015 



 

 

 

Psalm 23 

God is my shepherd, 

  I shall not want. 

God makes me lie down in green pastures; 

  and leads me beside still waters; 

 

God restores my soul. 

  and leads me in right paths 

for the sake of God's name. 

 

Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 

  I fear no evil; 

for you are with me; 

  your rod and your staff — they comfort me. 

 

You prepare a table before me 

  in the presence of my enemies; 

you anoint my head with oil; 

  my cup overflows. 

 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

  all the days of my life, 

and I shall dwell in the house of God  

  my whole life long. 

 
 


