
 

 

The Ladies Union is responsible for the church kitchen and its contents. We are experiencing an 
ongoing problem with dishes, tablecloths, utensils and other items which have gone missing.  If 
anyone wishes to borrow something from the church kitchen, we are asking that he or she call 
Betty Morrison at 586-2560 or Joan Simmons at 586-2854.  Please pass this info on to others 

who might not be in church. The Ladies Union appreciates your cooperation. Thank you. 
 

Participants today:  
Rev. Alan Parker, Pastor; Sandalyn Chadwick, Accompanist; Maggie Worboys, Liturgist.   

 

For Next Sunday:    
Isaiah 6:1-8, Psalm 29, Romans 8:12-17 & John 3:1-17 

 

 If you would like to place flowers in the sanctuary  
in memory of a family member or loved one, contact Roberta Alexander (586-7730). 

 

Bulletin news due at church via e-mail, phone message, or note by Friday morning.   You may 
also contact Michelle Warren at 586-9632 or email unitedchurchcraftsbury@gmail.com. 

 

. Upcoming Weekly Church Calendar: 
Sun.  

05/24 
Mon.  
05/25 

Tues.  
05/26 

Wed.  
05/27 

Thurs.  
05/28 

Fri. 
05/29 

Sat.  
05/30 

 

 
Service: 
10 AM 

 

 

 
Zumba: 

6 PM 
` 

 

AA:  
 6 PM 

 

Church 
Council 

Meeting: 
7 PM 

 

 

Birthday Party: 
5:30 pm 

 

“Forgiveness” 
Book Discussion 

Series: 
7 PM 

  

 
 

Zumba:   
4:45 PM  

 

Al-Anon: 6 
PM 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Committee Contacts:  

 Church Clerk:  Anne Wilson (586-2825) 

 Church Council: Andy Moffatt  
(586-2248) 

 Community Supper: Barb Strong 
 (586-2516) 

 Deacons:  Jen LaPoint (586-2883) 
 

 

 Horse  & Buggy Club: Paula Massé (586-2857) 
 Ladies Union: Lois Charron (586-9674) 

 Memorial Committee: Diane Sanville (586-9642) 

 Prayer Circle:  Norma Waterhouse (586-2285) 
 Religious Education: Barb Strong (586-2516) 
 Trustees: Cheryl Bailey  (586-9675) 
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May 24, 2015 
Pentecost Sunday – Year B 

 

WE GATHER TO BE PRESENT WITH GOD 
 

PRELUDE 
GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

(The first spoken words of our worship time are  
“The peace of Christ be with you.” 

The congregation is invited to respond, saying, “And also with you.”) 
INTROIT 

 

GATHERING MUSIC, PRAYER, INVOCATION & MEDITATION 
HYMN # 346    Come, Let Us Join With Faithful Souls 

(Alternating with reading from Psalm 104) 
 

CALL TO PRAYER OF CONFESSION, HEALING AND FORGIVENESS 

Rory William Hipkiss, son of Jenapher and Seneca Hipkiss 



 

 

UNISON PRAYER FOR HEALING OF BROKENNESS 
Spirit God, you come, aflame with new life, but our apathy tries to douse your 
passion. You come on fire with love, yet we love not fully, but selectively. You 
come, offering new dreams and hopes, but we cling to old ways of living that 
leave us unfulfilled. You come, glowing with the vision of the kingdom, yet we 
are numb to your future. Forgive us, Spirit God. Come to us anew in this time. 
Soften our hardened hearts with your tenderness. Set our souls on fire with 
your love, offered in Jesus Christ, you among us. 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

RESPONSIVE ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
One: With a gentle breeze, God ignites our spirits. With a strong wind, God 
reminds us to forgive and be forgiven. 
All:  Like a cleansing storm, God takes away our brokenness and sin, 
revealing the fresh, new life we are invited to live. Awakened, refreshed, 
renewed, made whole; now we dance with the wind, singing our praises to 
the One who gives life to all. Thanks be to God. AMEN 
 

CHORUS OF ASSURANCE 
(SING) It is well with my soul. It is well with my soul.  
It is well; it is well with my soul.  

WE LISTEN TO HEAR GOD’S WORD 

A PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (Unison) 
O God, may our reading, hearing, and understanding of your Word, and our 
own words spoken, sung, and prayed, be acceptable in your sight. For you are 
our rock and our redeemer. AMEN 
 

SCRIPTURE 
o Acts 2:1-21 
o Romans 8:22-27  
o John 15: 26-27 &16: 7-11 
(At the conclusion of Gospel reading, the congregation responds, saying, 

“Thanks be to God, who brings light and truth.”) 
 

REFLECTION                  “Spirit, Wind, and the Deep Sigh” 
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S HOLY INVITATION 
 

*HYMN # 223     O, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER, PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION, 
& LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come; thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 
 

CHORAL RESPONSE TO PRAYER 
(SING) Hear our prayer, O God; hear our prayer, O God. 

            Incline your ear to us, and grant us your peace. 
 

WE OFFER GIFTS OF OURSELVES AND DEPART IN PEACE 
 

CALL TO GIVING AND RECEIPT OF OFFERING 
   *DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

   *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

*CLOSING HYMN (Insert)                              Spirit of Gentleness 
 

*BENEDICTION  RESPONSE # 590                                                 Threefold Amen 
 

POSTLUDE 
* We rise, either in body or in spirit 
 



 

 

 
CALL TO PRAYER OF CONFESSION, HEALING, AND FORGIVENESS 
Sometimes we live in solitary pain – even amidst those we love and who love us. Sometimes, we 
are almost frozen with fear that the wind of the Spirit will jar our pains and hurt us even more. 
Yet it is this Spirit wind that finally, if we allow it, blows away our pain, brokenness, and sin. We 
invite the Spirit-wind to blow on us, as we pray together… 
 
 



 

 



 

 

 
Opening Reading, May 24, 2015 

 

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 

 

O God, how manifold are your works! 

  

In wisdom you have made them all; 

   the earth is full of your creatures. 

 

Yonder is the sea, great and wide, 

   it is teeming with countless creatures, 

living things both small and great. 

 

There go the ships, and Leviathan 

   that you formed to sport in it. 

 

These all look to you  

   to give them their food in due season; 

when you give to them,  

   they gather it up; 

when you open your hand, 

   they are filled with good things. 

 

When you hide your face, 

   they are dismayed; 

when you take away their breath, 

   they die and return to their dust. 

 

When you send forth your spirit,  

   they are created; 

and you renew the face of the ground. 

 

May the glory of God endure forever; 

   may God rejoice in God's works — 

 

God who looks on the earth  

   and it trembles, 

God who touches the mountains  

   and they smoke. 

 

I will sing to God  

   as long as I live; 

I will sing praise to my God  

   while I have being. 

 

May my meditation be pleasing to God, 

   for in God do I rejoice. 

 

Let sinners be consumed from the earth, 

   and let the wicked be no more. 

 

Bless God, O my soul. Praise be to God! 

  



 

 

Scripture for May 24, 2015 

 

Acts 2:1-21 
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven, there came a sound like 

the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among 

them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 

languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

 

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and 

was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, 

"Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, 

Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and 

the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs — in our own 

languages we hear them speaking about God's deeds of power." All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, 

"What does this mean?" But others sneered and said, "They are filled with new wine." 

 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, "Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this 

be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in the 

morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out 

my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your 

old men shall dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they 

shall prophesy. And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 

The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord's great and glorious day. Then 

everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.'" 

 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 
The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a 

valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He 

said to me, "Mortal, can these bones live?" I answered, "O Lord God, you know." Then he said to me, "Prophesy to these 

bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to 

enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and 

put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord." So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and 

as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were 

sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to 

me, "Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O 

breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live." I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, 

and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. Then he said to me, "Mortal, these bones are the whole house of 

Israel. They say, 'Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.' Therefore prophesy, and say to 

them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will 

bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from 

your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you 

shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act," says the Lord. 

 

 

 

Romans 8:22-27 
We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation, but we ourselves, 

who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For in hope 

we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, 

we wait for it with patience. 

 

Likewise, the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes 

with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes 

for the saints according to the will of God. 

 

 



 

 

 

John 15:26-27:16:4b-15 
 

[Jesus said:] "When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the 

Father, he will testify on my behalf. You also are to testify because you have been with me from the beginning. 

 

"I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. But now I am going to him who sent me; yet 

none of you asks me, 'Where are you going?' But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. 

 

"Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come 

to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness 

and judgment: about sin, because they do not believe in me; about righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you 

will see me no longer; about judgment, because the ruler of this world has been condemned. I still have many things to say to 

you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak 

on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will glorify me, 

because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take 

what is mine and declare it to you." 

 

End of reading: “This is the word of God; the story of Jesus Christ, who brings light and truth to the world.” 

 


