
 

 

Welcome to the United Church of Craftsbury.  
If you’re visiting or new to our congregation, please sign our guest book. The greeters can 

supply a hearing device or magnifier to assist you during our service. We would love to keep in 
touch; please leave us your contact on a form in the pew rack. 

 

Participants today:  
Rev. Alan Parker, Pastor; Sandalyn Chadwick, Accompanist; Shirley Strong, Liturgist.   

 

For Next Sunday:    
Isaiah 6:1-8 and Psalm 29, Romans 8:12-17 & John 3:1-17. 

 

The Ladies Union is responsible for the church kitchen and its contents. If you would like to borrow 
something from the church kitchen, please call Betty Morrison at 586-2560 or Joan Simmons at  
586-2854 to secure permission. Please pass this info on to others who might not be in church.  

Your cooperation is appreciated. 
 

 If you would like to place flowers in the sanctuary  
in memory of a family member or loved one, contact Roberta Alexander (586-7730). 

 

Bulletin news due at church via e-mail, phone message, or note by Friday morning.   You may 
also contact Michelle Warren at 586-9632 or email unitedchurchcraftsbury@gmail.com. 

 

. Upcoming Weekly Church Calendar: 
Sun.  

05/31 
Mon.  
06/01 

Tues.  
06/02 

Wed.  
06/03 

Thurs.  
06/04 

Fri. 
06/05 

Sat.  
06/06 

 

 
Service: 
10 AM 

 

 

 
Zumba: 

6 PM 
 

 

AA:  
 6 PM 

 

 

 

 
  
 

Zumba:   
4:45 PM  

 

Al-Anon: 
6 PM 

 
 
 

RE/Music 
Committee and 

Mission/Outreach 
Group Retreat:  

8:30 AM 

 

Committee Contacts:  

 Church Clerk:  Anne Wilson (586-2825) 
 Church Council: Andy Moffatt  

(586-2248) 

 Community Supper: Barb Strong 
 (586-2516) 

 Deacons:  Jen LaPoint (586-2883) 
 

 

 Horse  & Buggy Club: Paula Massé (586-2857) 

 Ladies Union: Lois Charron (586-9674) 
 Memorial Committee: Diane Sanville (586-9642) 
 Prayer Circle:  Norma Waterhouse (586-2285) 

 Religious Education: Barb Strong (586-2516) 
 Trustees: Bruce Sweeny (802) 525-4245 

United Church of Craftsbury 
PO Box 46, Craftsbury Common, VT 05827 

Phone: (802) 586-8028   ∙   Email:  unitedchurchcraftsbury@gmail.com 
Website & Online Calendar:  www.unitedchurchofcraftsbury.com 

Pastor: Rev. Alan Parker∙ Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Arnold Brown ∙ Ministers: The Entire Congregation 

United Church of Craftsbury 

 

May 31, 2015 
Trinity Sunday – Year B 

 

WE GATHER TO BE PRESENT WITH GOD 
 

PRELUDE 
GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

(The first spoken words of our worship time are  
“The peace of Christ be with you.” 

The congregation is invited to respond, saying,  
“And also with you.”) 

INTROIT 
 

GATHERING MUSIC, PRAYER, INVOCATION & MEDITATION 
HYMN – Congregation’s Choice (Consider a meditative, gathering song) 

(Alternating with Reading from Psalm 29) 



 

 

CALL TO PRAYER FOR HEALING AND FORGIVENESS 
 

UNISON PRAYER FOR HEALING OF BROKENNESS 
Holy One, in the mystery of creation, you made beauty and goodness, yet we 
harm it with our selfishness and anger.  In the mystery of life, you became one 
of us, yet we often turn our back on you. In the mystery of peace, you would 
gentle our natures, yet we allow bitterness and hurt to rule our lives. In the 
mystery of grace, you forgive us our sins, that we might embrace others. In the 
mystery of mercy, you touch our lips, so that we might speak gently to others. 
In the mystery of hope, you claim us as family, sisters and brothers of Christ 
Jesus, who brings new life for all. 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

RESPONSIVE ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
One: Here, in this moment and in this place, the Spirit of gentleness moves in 
our midst. Mercy, hope and joy are the God’s gifts to all. 
All: No longer lost, we have found our way home; we are surrounded by 
God's peace, grace, and love. Thanks be to God. AMEN 
 

CHORUS OF ASSURANCE 
(SING)  It is well with my soul. It is well with my soul.  

It is well; it is well with my soul.  
 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE AND SONG 
 

A PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (Unison) 
O God, may our reading, hearing, and understanding of your Word, and our 
own words spoken, sung, and prayed, be acceptable in your sight. For you are 
our rock and our redeemer. AMEN 
 

SCRIPTURE 
o Isaiah 6:1-8 
o John 3:1-17 
(At the conclusion of Gospel reading, the congregation responds, saying, 

“Thanks be to God, who brings light and truth.”) 

*HYMNS OF THE CONGREGATION’S CHOICE 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER, PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION, 
& LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come; thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 
 

CHORAL RESPONSE TO PRAYER 
(SING) Hear our prayer, O God; hear our prayer, O God. 

             Incline your ear to us, and grant us your peace. 
 

WE OFFER GIFTS OF OURSELVES AND DEPART IN PEACE 
 

CALL TO GIVING AND RECEIPT OF OFFERING 
   *DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

   *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

*CLOSING HYMN  –                                                               Congregation’s Choice 
 

*BENEDICTION  RESPONSE # 590                                                 Threefold Amen 
 

POSTLUDE 
* We rise, either in body or in spirit 
 



 

 

CALL TO PRAYER FOR HEALING AND FORGIVENESS 
Called to be God's people, we know how often we lose the sound of this call. Like a mother, God 
looks past our mistakes to see our hearts. Like a father, God lifts us to our feet to put us back on 
the path to life. We bring our prayers to the One who listens, who forgives with unceasing grace. 
 
  



 

 

Opening Reading, May 31, 2015 

 

Psalm 29 

 

Ascribe to God, O heavenly beings, 

   ascribe to God glory and strength. 

 

Ascribe to God the glory of God's name; 

   worship God in holy splendor. 

 

The voice of God is over the waters; 

  the God of glory thunders, 

God, over mighty waters. 

 

The voice of God is powerful; 

  the voice of God is full of majesty. 

 

The voice of God breaks the cedars; 

   God breaks the cedars of Lebanon. 

 

God makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 

  and Sirion like a young wild ox. 

 

The voice of God flashes forth 

  in flames of fire. 

 

The voice of God shakes the wilderness; 

  God shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 

 

The voice of God causes the oaks to whirl, 

   and strips the forest bare; 

and in God's temple all say, "Glory!" 

 

God sits enthroned over the flood; 

  God sits enthroned as ruler forever. 

 

May God give strength to God's people! 

  May God bless God's people with peace! 

  



 

 

Scripture for May 31, 2015 

 

Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. 

Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two they covered 

their feet, and with two they flew. And one called to another and said: "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth 

is full of his glory." The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled with smoke. 

 

And I said: "Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes 

have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!" Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the 

altar with a pair of tongs. The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: "Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has 

departed and your sin is blotted out." Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for 

us?" And I said, "Here am I; send me!" 

 

John 3:1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and said to him, "Rabbi, we 

know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of 

God." Jesus answered him, "Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above." 

Nicodemus said to him, "How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother's 

womb and be born?" Jesus answered, "Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of 

water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to 

you, 'You must be born from above.' The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know 

where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit." Nicodemus said to him, "How can 

these things be?" Jesus answered him, "Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? Very truly, I 

tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you 

about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended 

into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 

wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. For God so loved the 

world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God 

did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him." 

 

End of reading: “This is the word of God; the story of Jesus Christ, who brings light and truth to the world.” 

 


