
 

 

Welcome to the United Church of Craftsbury.  
If you’re visiting or new to our congregation, please sign our guest book. The greeters can 

supply a hearing device or magnifier to assist you during our service. We would love to keep in 
touch; please leave us your contact on a form in the pew rack. 

 

Participants today:  
Rev. Alan Parker, Pastor; Sandalyn Chadwick, Accompanist; Shirley Strong, liturgist.  

 

For Next Sunday:    
Job 1:1, 2:1-10; Psalm 26; Genesis 2:18-24; Psalm 8; Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12; Mark 10:2-16. 

 

 If you would like to place flowers in the sanctuary  
in memory of a family member or loved one, contact Roberta Alexander (586-7730). 

 

Bulletin news due at church via e-mail, phone message, or note by Friday morning.   You may 
also contact Michelle Warren at 586-9632 or email unitedchurchcraftsbury@gmail.com. 

 

. Upcoming Weekly Church Calendar: 
Mon.  
10/5 

Tues.  
10/6 

Wed.  
10/7 

Thurs.  
10/8 

Fri. 
10/9 

Sat.  
10/10 

Sunday  
10/11 

 

 
 Zumba:  

6 PM  

 
AA:  

 6 PM 
 

 

 
 
 

  

Ladies 
Union: 
Noon 

 

Zumba:  
4:30 PM 

 

Al-Anon:  
6 PM 

 
Rachel’s 

Aerobics:   
4:30 PM 

 
Horse & 
Buggy: 
Noon 

 

 
Sunday Service: 

10 AM  
 

Rachel’s Aerobics:   
6:30 PM 

 

Committee Contacts:  
 Church Clerk:  Anne Wilson (586-2825) 

 Church Council: Andy Moffatt  
(586-2248) 

 Community Supper: Barb Strong 
 (586-2516) 

 Deacons:  Jen LaPoint (586-2883) 
 

 

 Horse  & Buggy Club: Paula Massé (586-2857) 
 Ladies Union: Lois Charron (586-9674) 
 Memorial Committee: Diane Sanville (586-9642) 

 Prayer Circle:  Norma Waterhouse (586-2285) 

 Religious Education: Barb Strong (586-2516) 
 Trustees: Bruce Sweeny (802) 525-4245 

United Church of Craftsbury 
PO Box 46, Craftsbury Common, VT 05827 

Phone: (802) 586-8028   ∙   Email:  unitedchurchcraftsbury@gmail.com 
Website & Online Calendar:  www.unitedchurchofcraftsbury.com 

Pastor: Rev. Alan Parker∙ Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Arnold Brown ∙ Ministers:The Entire Congregation 

United Church of Craftsbury 

 
October 4, 2015 

Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
World Communion Sunday 

 
WE GATHER TO BE PRESENT WITH GOD 

 
PRELUDE 

GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
INTROIT 

 
GATHERING MUSIC, PRAYER, INVOCATION & MEDITATION 

HYMN # 312 – V. 1, 3, 5, &6 (NCH)  We Love Your Realm, O God 
(Alternating with Reading from Psalm 26) 

 
CALL TO PRAYER OF CONFESSION, HEALING AND FORGIVENESS 



 

 

UNISON PRAYER FOR HEALING OF BROKENNESS 
Gracious God, immersed as we are in the struggles of our own lives, we often lose 
sight of the holy work you call us to do. Some of our struggles are your holy work. 
Some are not. We are a people whose roots you planted across all of your sacred 
creation, yet too often our hearts and souls drift from this sacred oneness. We chase 
physical sustenance at the expense of spiritual courage. We pursue our pleasures 
and obsessions at the expense of simple, worshipful joy. Call us back to you, that we 
might remember that your perfect law revives our souls. 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

RESPONSIVE ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
ONE: We are children of God’s grace. All that makes us whole is in front of us at all 
times. We remember this again, as we bask in the light of God’s eternal love and 
forgiveness. 
ALL: We set forth anew into a world in need of redemption, and God’s gifts of 
forgiveness, love, and humble peace are again the words on our lips and the acts of 
our hands and hearts. AMEN 
 

CHORUS OF ASSURANCE 
(SING) It is well with my soul. It is well with my soul. It is well; it is well with my soul.
  

WE LISTEN TO HEAR GOD’S WORD 

A PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (Unison) 
O God, may our reading, hearing, and understanding of your Word, and our own 
words spoken, sung, and prayed, be acceptable in your sight. For you are our rock 
and our redeemer. AMEN 
 

THE WORD OF GOD IN SCRIPTURE 
o Job 1:1; 2:1-10 
o Mark 10:2-16 

 (At the conclusion of Gospel reading, the congregation responds, saying, 
“Thanks be to God, who brings light and truth.”) 

 

REFLECTION                                 “Satan: Where From? Where To?” 
 

WE OFFER OUR PRAYERS AND OUR GIFTS 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION 

PASTORAL PRAYER, PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION & LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come; thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever. Amen. 
 

CHORAL RESPONSE TO PRAYER 
(SING) Hear our prayer, O God; hear our prayer, O God. 

Incline your ear to us, and grant us your peace. 
 

CALL TO GIVING AND RECEIPT OF OFFERING 
   *DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

   *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

WE SHARE CHRIST’S TABLE AND GO OUT IN PEACE 

COMMUNION HYMN # 332 (NCH)                   As We Gather at Your Table 
 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
We serve the elements by inviting all who are able to come forward, receive the 
bread, and dip this bread in the cup. If you are unable to, or would prefer not to, 

come forward, we will come to serve you. 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Holy God, Creator of all and embracer of all, we join with all your daughters and sons 
on Earth and in Heaven, who have come to Christ’s table. We give you thanks that 
we are reconciled by your healing power. Through this gift of new life, strengthen 
our faith in you, and renew our commitment to love all neighbors, even as Christ has 
loved us. In deep gratitude for this moment, this meal, and these people, we give 
ourselves to you. Ask much of us; expect much from us; enable new things by us; 
encourage many through us. Send us out, Dear God, with gentle hearts given over to 
uniting Heaven and Earth. AMEN 
 

*CLOSING HYMN # 414 (PH)                  In Christ There Is No East nor West 
 

*BENEDICTION  RESPONSE # 590                                                    Threefold Amen 
POSTLUDE                                                                    * We rise, either in body or in spirit  



 

 

CALL TO PRAYER OF CONFESSION, HEALING, AND FORGIVENESS 
We work out our own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at 
work in us. We begin this holy work anew every day; every moment, by casting 
aside in prayer the sin and brokenness that separate us from God and God’s holy, 
challenging invitation to us. 
  



 

 

Scripture for October 4, 2015 

 

Job 1:1; 2:1-10 

There was once a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job. That man was blameless and upright, 

one who feared God and turned away from evil. 
 

One day the heavenly beings came to present themselves before God, and Satan also came among 

them to present himself before God. The Lord said to Satan, "Where have you come from?" Satan 

answered God, "From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking up and down on it." God 

said to Satan, "Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one like him on the earth, a 

blameless and upright man who fears God and turns away from evil. He still persists in his 

integrity, although you incited me against him, to destroy him for no reason." Then Satan answered 

God, "Skin for skin! All that people have they will give to save their lives. But stretch out your hand 

now and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse you to your face." God said to Satan, "Very 

well, he is in your power; only spare his life." 
 

So Satan went out from the presence of God, and inflicted loathsome sores on Job from the sole of 

his foot to the crown of his head. Job took a potsherd with which to scrape himself, and sat among 

the ashes. 
  

Then his wife said to him, "Do you still persist in your integrity? Curse God, and die." But he said 

to her, "You speak as any foolish woman would speak. Shall we receive the good at the hand of 

God, and not receive the bad?" In all this Job did not sin with his lips. 

 

 

Mark 10:2-16 

Some Pharisees came, and to test him they asked, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?" He 

answered them, "What did Moses command you?" They said, "Moses allowed a man to write a 

certificate of dismissal and to divorce her." But Jesus said to them, "Because of your hardness of 

heart he wrote this commandment for you. But from the beginning of creation, 'God made them 

male and female.' 'For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, 

and the two shall become one flesh.' So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God 

has joined together, let no one separate." 
 

Then in the house, the disciples asked him again about this matter. He said to them, "Whoever 

divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; and if she divorces her 

husband and marries another, she commits adultery." 
 

People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the disciples 

spoke sternly to them. But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, "Let the little 

children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. 

Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it." 

And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them. 

 

 

End of reading: “This is the Word of God, the story of Jesus Christ, who brings light and truth to the 

world.” 

  



 

 

Opening Reading, October 4, 2015 

 

Psalm 26 

 

 

SING 

Vindicate me, O God, 

   for I have walked in my integrity, 

and I have trusted in God without wavering. 
 

Prove me, O God, and try me; 

   test my heart and mind. 
 

For your steadfast love is before my eyes, 

   and I walk in faithfulness to you. 
 

 

SING 

I wash my hands in innocence, 

   and go around your altar, O God, 
 

singing aloud a song of thanksgiving, 

   and telling all your wondrous deeds. 
 

O God, I love the house in which you dwell, 

   and the place where your glory abides. 
 

Do not sweep me away with sinners, 

   nor my life with the bloodthirsty, 
 

those in whose hands are evil devices, 

   and whose right hands are full of bribes. 
 

 

SING 

But as for me,  

   I walk in my integrity; 

redeem me,  

   and be gracious to me. 
 

My foot stands 

   on level ground; 

in the great congregation I will bless God. 

SING 

 

 


