
 

 

Welcome to the United Church of Craftsbury.  
If you’re visiting or new to our congregation, please sign our guest book. The greeters can 

supply a hearing device or magnifier to assist you during our service. We would love to keep in 
touch; please leave us your contact on a form in the pew rack. 

 

Participants today:  
Rev. Alan Parker, Pastor; Sandalyn Chadwick, Accompanist; Shirley Strong, liturgist.  

 

For Next Sunday:    
1 Samuel 1:4-20; 1 Samuel 2:1-10; Daniel 12:1-3; Psalm 16;  

Hebrews 10:11-14 [15-18] 19-25; Mark 13:1-8. 
 

 If you would like to place flowers in the sanctuary  
in memory of a family member or loved one, contact Roberta Alexander (586-7730). 

 

Bulletin news due at church via e-mail, phone message, or note by Friday morning.   You may 
also contact Michelle Warren at 586-9632 or email unitedchurchcraftsbury@gmail.com. 

 

. Upcoming Weekly Church Calendar: 
Mon.  
11/9 

Tues.  
11/10 

Wed.  
11/11 

Thurs.  
11/12 

Fri. 
11/13 

Sat.  
11/14 

Sunday  
11/15 

 

 
 Zumba:  

6 PM  

 
AA:  

 6 PM 
 

Deacons’ 
Meeting:  

7 PM 

 

 
  

 

 Ladies’ 
Union: 
Noon 

 
Capoeira: 

4:30-5:30 PM 
 

Al-Anon:  
6 PM 

 
Rachel’s 

Aerobics:   
6:30 PM 

 
Horse & 
Buggy: 
Noon 

 

Sunday 
Service: 
10 AM  

 

Holiday 
Decorating: 
afternoon 

 

Rachel’s 
Aerobics:   
6:30 PM 

 

Committee Contacts:  

 Church Clerk:  Anne Wilson (586-2825) 
 Church Council: Andy Moffatt  

(586-2248) 

 Community Supper: Barb Strong 
 (586-2516) 

 Deacons:  Jen LaPoint (586-2883) 
 

 

 Horse  & Buggy Club: Paula Massé (586-2857) 

 Ladies Union: Lois Charron (586-9674) 
 Memorial Committee: Diane Sanville (586-9642) 

 Prayer Circle:  Norma Waterhouse (586-2285) 
 Religious Education: Barb Strong (586-2516) 
 Trustees: Bruce Sweeny (802) 525-4245 

United Church of Craftsbury 
PO Box 46, Craftsbury Common, VT 05827 

Phone: (802) 586-8028   ∙   Email:  unitedchurchcraftsbury@gmail.com 
Website & Online Calendar:  www.unitedchurchofcraftsbury.com 

Pastor Rev. Alan Parker∙ Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Arnold Brown ∙ Ministers:The Entire Congregation 

United Church of Craftsbury 

 

November 8, 2015 
Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year B 

 
WE GATHER TO BE PRESENT WITH GOD 

 
PRELUDE 

GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
(The first spoken words of our worship time are 

“The peace of Christ be with you.” 
The congregation is invited to respond, saying, “And also with you.”) 

INTROIT 
 

GATHERING MUSIC, PRAYER, INVOCATION & MEDITATION 
HYMN # 427 V. 1, 2, & 4) (NCH)  God Made from One Blood 

(Alternating with reading from Psalm 127) 
 

CALL TO PRAYER FOR HEALING AND FORGIVENESS  



 

 

UNISON PRAYER FOR HEALING OF BROKENNESS 
Forgiving God, it is nothing but our brokenness and self-focus that causes us to 
imagine how poor we are. We think we don't have enough: enough honor, 
enough respect, enough recognition, enough to share, or enough to live on. In 
this self-imposed poverty, we cannot trust you, we see neither the sorrow nor 
the glory of others. We cling, sometimes desperately, to things and prejudices 
we don’t need; they become burdens that actually do impoverish us. Forgive 
us, gracious God. Teach us to be more loving; whisper to us of boundless 
compassion; sing to us of how we can serve others. 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

RESPONSIVE ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
One: The good news is that we are made whole; not by our efforts, nor by any 
work we have done, nor by any word of ours. 
All: We are made whole by God’s grace. It is God who pours forgiveness into 
our lives, providing us with what we need to live in hope and joy. Thanks be 
to God. AMEN  
 

CHORUS OF ASSURANCE 
(SING) It is well with my soul. It is well with my soul. It is well; it is well with my soul. 
 

WE LISTEN TO HEAR GOD’S WORD 

A PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (Unison) 
O God, may our reading, hearing, and understanding of your Word, and our 
own words spoken, sung, and prayed, be acceptable in your sight. For you are 
our rock and our redeemer. AMEN 
 

TIME FOR THE YOUNG & YOUNG AT HEART 
 

THE WORD OF GOD IN SCRIPTURE 
o Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17 
o Mark 12:38-44 
(At the conclusion of Gospel reading, the congregation responds, saying, 

“Thanks be to God, who brings light and truth.”) 

 

REFLECTION                                           “A Restorer of Life” 
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S HOLY INVITATION 
 

*HYMN # 289 (NCH)                  Come Forth, O Love Divine 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER, PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION, 
& LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come; thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 
 

CHORAL RESPONSE TO PRAYER 
(SING) Hear our prayer, O God; hear our prayer, O God. 

             Incline your ear to us, and grant us your peace. 
 

WE OFFER GIFTS OF OURSELVES AND DEPART IN PEACE 
 

CALL TO GIVING AND RECEIPT OF OFFERING 
   *DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

   *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

*CLOSING HYMN # 80                  Savior, Again to Your Dear Name 
 

*BENEDICTION  RESPONSE # 590                                                 Threefold Amen 
 

POSTLUDE 
* We rise, either in body or in spirit 
 

  



 

 

CALL TO PRAYER FOR HEALING AND FORGIVENESS  
We bring our flawed lives to God, not to be made perfect, but to be made whole. 
Let us confess our sins and brokenness to God, trusting the One who turns our 
wounded, despairing lives into bright lights of joy and hope.  
  



 

 

Opening Reading, November 8, 2015 

 

Psalm 127 

 

SING 

Unless God builds the house, 

   those who build it labor in vain. 

 

Unless God guards the city, 

   the guard keeps watch in vain. 

 

It is in vain that you rise up early 

   and go late to rest, 

eating the bread of anxious toil; 

   for God gives sleep to God's beloved. 

SING 

Sons and daughters are indeed a heritage 

   from God, 

the fruit of the womb is a reward. 

 

Like arrows in the hand of a warrior 

   are the offspring of one's youth. 

 

Happy is the person whose quiver 

   is full of them. 

who shall not be put to shame 

   speaking with enemies in the gate. 

SING 

  



 

 

Scripture for November 8, 2015 

 

Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17 

Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, "My daughter, I need to seek some security for you, so that it 

may be well with you. Now here is our kinsman Boaz, with whose young women you have been 

working. See, he is winnowing barley tonight at the threshing floor. Now wash and anoint yourself, 

and put on your best clothes and go down to the threshing floor; but do not make yourself known to 

the man until he has finished eating and drinking. When he lies down, observe the place where he 

lies; then, go and uncover his feet and lie down; and he will tell you what to do." She said to her, 

"All that you tell me I will do." 

 

So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. When they came together, the Lord made her conceive, 

and she bore a son. Then the women said to Naomi, "Blessed be the Lord, who has not left you this 

day without next-of-kin; and may his name be renowned in Israel! He shall be to you a restorer of 

life and a nourisher of your old age; for your daughter-in-law who loves you, who is more to you 

than seven sons, has borne him." Then Naomi took the child and laid him in her bosom, and 

became his nurse. The women of the neighborhood gave him a name, saying, "A son has been born 

to Naomi." They named him Obed; he became the father of Jesse, the father of David. 

 

 

Mark 12:38-44 

As he taught, he said, "Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and to be 

greeted with respect in the marketplaces, and to have the best seats in the synagogues and places of 

honor at banquets! They devour widows' houses and for the sake of appearance say long prayers. 

They will receive the greater condemnation." 

 

He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the treasury. Many 

rich people put in large sums. A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which are 

worth a penny. Then he called his disciples and said to them, "Truly I tell you, this poor widow has 

put in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury. For all of them have contributed 

out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live 

on." 

 

End of reading: “This is the Word of God, the story of Jesus Christ, who brings light and truth to the 

world.” 

 


