
 

 

Welcome to the United Church of Craftsbury.  
If you’re visiting or new to our congregation, please sign our guest book. The greeters can 

supply a hearing device or magnifier to assist you during our service. We would love to keep in 
touch; please leave us your contact on a form in the pew rack. 

 

Participants today:  
Rev. Alan Parker, Pastor; Sandalyn Chadwick, Accompanist; Paula Massé, liturgist.  

 

For Next Sunday:    
Baruch 5:1-9 or Malachi 3:1-4; Luke 1:68-79; Philippians 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6. 

 

 If you would like to place flowers in the sanctuary  
in memory of a family member or loved one, contact Roberta Alexander (586-7730). 

 

Bulletin news due at church via e-mail, phone message, or note by Friday morning.   You may 
also contact Michelle Warren at 586-9632 or email unitedchurchcraftsbury@gmail.com. 

 

. Upcoming Weekly Church Calendar: 
Mon.  
11/30 

Tues.  
12/1 

Wed.  
12/2 

Thurs.  
12/3 

Fri. 
12/4 

Sat.  
12/5 

Sunday  
12/6 

 

Mahjongg: 
 1 PM 

 
 Zumba:  

6 PM  

 
AA:  

 6 PM 
 
 

 

 
Pack Basket 

Making:  
12:45 PM 

  

 

Wild Game 
Dinner:  

5 PM 
 

Al-Anon:  
6 PM 

 
Capoeira: 
4:30-5:30 

PM 

 
 

 

Sunday 
Service: 
10 AM  

 

 

 

Committee Contacts:  

 Church Clerk:  Anne Wilson (586-2825) 
 Church Council: Andy Moffatt  

(586-2248) 

 Community Supper: Barb Strong 
 (586-2516) 

 Deacons:  Jen LaPoint (586-2883) 
 

 

 Horse  & Buggy Club: Paula Massé (586-2857) 
 Ladies Union: Lois Charron (586-9674) 
 Memorial Committee: Diane Sanville (586-9642) 
 Prayer Circle:  Norma Waterhouse (586-2285) 

 Religious Education: Barb Strong (586-2516) 
 Trustees: TBA 

United Church of Craftsbury 
PO Box 46, Craftsbury Common, VT 05827 

Phone: (802) 586-8028   ∙   Email:  unitedchurchcraftsbury@gmail.com 
Website & Online Calendar:  www.unitedchurchofcraftsbury.com 
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United Church of Craftsbury 

November 29, 2015 
First Sunday of Advent – Year C 

WE GATHER TO BE PRESENT WITH GOD 
 

PRELUDE 
GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

(The first spoken words of our worship time are  
“The peace of Christ be with you.” 

The congregation is invited to respond, saying, “And also with you.”) 
INTROIT 

 

GATHERING MUSIC, PRAYER, INVOCATION & MEDITATION 
HYMN # 609 (NCH)    Now Is the Time Approaching 

(Alternating with reading from Psalm 25) 
 

BRINGING THE LIGHT & LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 
One: As the Advent season of waiting begins, we do not merely wait. 
All: We hope for the light to return. We hope, even as we doubt. 
One: We light a candle of Hope. (Candle is lit.)We dare the great light of God to 
respond to our flickering invitation.  
All: We light a candle because hope is a verb, not just an abstract notion. Hope is 
action. We prepare for the light as we wait for it 
 

WORDS ABOUT HOPE – by Paula Masse 



 

 

ALL SING: (Tune – Silent Night) Candle light, sacred light. Mystery flame, burning 
bright. We are waiting for Jesus’ birth. Shine his hope over all of the earth. Thanks 
for the gift of hope, thanks for the gift of hope. 
 

CALL TO PRAYER OF CONFESSION, HEALING, AND FORGIVENESS 
 

UNISON PRAYER FOR HEALING OF BROKENNESS 
God of all new and hopeful beginnings, we often think that what matters begins and 
ends with our own worries. We confess that our hands and hearts are too often 
closed. We stifle our own hope, and that of others, with greed, blindness, despair, 
sullen resistance, or numbness. God of love, we speak the words of love, but we 
have not yet dared to write them on our hearts. Forgive us; you have made us your 
blessed children, and we want to be better in doing your holy, hopeful work… 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

RESPONSIVE ASSURANCE OF PARDON   
One: Now the space in our hearts is ready. We cast aside our burdens of 
brokenness and sin, and God takes them away on a freshening wind. 
All: Thus is God newly welcome in the spaces of our hearts, our homes, and our 
dreams. All thanks and praise be to God. AMEN 
 

CHORUS OF ASSURANCE 
(SING) It is well with my soul. It is well with my soul. It is well; it is well with my soul. 

WE LISTEN TO HEAR GOD’S WORD 

A PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (Unison) 
O God, may our reading, hearing, and understanding of your Word, and our own 
words spoken, sung, and prayed, be acceptable in your sight. For you are our rock 
and our redeemer. AMEN 
 

TIME FOR THE YOUNG & YOUNG AT HEART 
 

THE WORD OF GOD IN SCRIPTURE 
o Jeremiah 33:14-16 
o 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
o Luke 21:25-36 

 (At the conclusion of Gospel reading, the congregation responds, saying, 
“Thanks be to God, who brings light and truth.”) 

REFLECTION                                         “A Righteous Branch” 
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S HOLY INVITATION 

*HYMN # 122 (NCH)               Come, O Long-Expected Jesus 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER, PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION, 
& LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come; thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 
 

CHORAL RESPONSE TO PRAYER 
(SING) Hear our prayer, O God; hear our prayer, O God 
             Incline your ear to us, and grant us your peace. 
 

WE OFFER GIFTS OF OURSELVES AND DEPART IN PEACE 

CALL TO GIVING AND RECEIPT OF OFFERING 
   *DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

   *PRAYER OF DEDICATION & CONSECRATION OF PLEDGED GIFTS 
 

*CLOSING HYMN # 101 (NCH)                      Comfort, Comfort O My People 
 

*BENEDICTION  RESPONSE # 590                                                     Threefold Amen 
 

POSTLUDE 
* We rise, either in body or in spirit 
 

 

  



 

 

CALL TO PRAYER OF CONFESSION, HEALING, AND FORGIVENESS 
As we prepare a space into which we invite goodness and light, we begin by 
cleaning things up.  We might call our confession a spiritual housecleaning. 
Confession is not  punishment; it is a blessed cleansing of all that separates us 
from God’s purpose and God’s hope for us. Because we can always use some help 
with such housecleaning, we confess together. 
  



 

 

Opening Reading, November 29, 2015 

 

Psalm 25:1-10 

 

SING 

To you, O God, 

   I lift up my soul. 
 

O my God, in you I trust; 

   do not let me be put to shame; 

do not let my enemies exult over me. 
 

Do not let those who wait for you 

   be put to shame; 

let them be ashamed 

   who are wantonly treacherous. 
 

Make me to know your ways, O God; 

   teach me your paths. 
 

Lead me in your truth, 

   and teach me, 

for you are the God of my salvation; 

   for you I wait all day long. 

 

SING 

Be mindful of your mercy, O God, 

   and of your steadfast love, 

for they have been from of old. 
 

Do not remember the sins of my youth 

   or my transgressions; 
 

according to your steadfast love 

   remember me, 

for your goodness' sake, O God! 
 

Good and upright is God; 

   therefore God instructs sinners 

    in the way. 
 

God leads the humble in what is right, 

   and teaches the humble God's way. 
 

All the paths of God 

   are steadfast love and faithfulness, 

for those who keep God's covenant 

   and God's decrees. 

SING 



 

 

Scripture for November 29, 2015 
 

Jeremiah 33:14-16 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of 

Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to 

spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah 

will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: "The 

Lord is our righteousness." 
 

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God because 

of you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore 

whatever is lacking in your faith. 
 

Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. And may the 

Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love 

for you. And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our 

God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 
 

Luke 21:25-36 

[Jesus said:] "There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress 

among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and 

foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then 

they will see 'the Son of Man coming in a cloud' with power and great glory. Now when these things 

begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near." 
 

Then he told them a parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves 

you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see these 

things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this generation will 

not pass away until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will 

not pass away. 
 

"Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the 

worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who 

live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to 

escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man." 

 

End of reading: “This is the Word of God, the story of Jesus Christ, who brings light and truth to the 

world.” 

 


