
 

 

Welcome to the United Church of Craftsbury.  
If you’re visiting or new to our congregation, please sign our guest book. The greeters can 

supply a hearing device or magnifier to assist you during our service. We would love to keep in 
touch; please leave us your contact on a form in the pew rack. 

 

Participants today:  
Rev. Alan Parker, Pastor; Sandalyn Chadwick, Accompanist; Paula Massé, liturgist.  

 

For Next Sunday:    
Proverbs 1:20-33; Psalm 19; Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 116:1-9 or Wisdom of Solomon 7:26 - 8:1; 

James 3:1-12; Mark 8:27-38. 
 

 If you would like to place flowers in the sanctuary  
in memory of a family member or loved one, contact Roberta Alexander (586-7730). 

 

Bulletin news due at church via e-mail, phone message, or note by Friday morning.   You may 
also contact Michelle Warren at 586-9632 or email unitedchurchcraftsbury@gmail.com. 

 

. Upcoming Weekly Church Calendar: 
Sun.  

09/13 
Mon.  
09/14 

Tues.  
09/15 

Wed.  
09/16 

Thurs.  
09/17 

Fri. 
09/18 

Sat.  
09/19 

 

 
Service: 
10 AM 

 
 

Rachel’s Aerobics:   
6:30 PM 

 

 
 Zumba:  

6 PM  

 

 
AA:  

 6 PM 
 
 

 

  
Community 

Dinner:  
6 PM 

 
 
 

  

 
Zumba:  
4:30 PM 

 

Al-Anon:  
6 PM 

 
 

Rachel’s 
Aerobics:   
6:30 PM 

 
  

 

Committee Contacts:  

 Church Clerk:  Anne Wilson (586-2825) 
 Church Council: Andy Moffatt  

(586-2248) 

 Community Supper: Barb Strong 
 (586-2516) 

 Deacons:  Jen LaPoint (586-2883) 
 

 

 Horse  & Buggy Club: Paula Massé (586-2857) 
 Ladies Union: Lois Charron (586-9674) 

 Memorial Committee: Diane Sanville (586-9642) 
 Prayer Circle:  Norma Waterhouse (586-2285) 
 Religious Education: Barb Strong (586-2516) 
 Trustees: Bruce Sweeny (802) 525-4245 
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Website & Online Calendar:  www.unitedchurchofcraftsbury.com 
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September 13, 2015 

Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

WE GATHER TO BE PRESENT WITH GOD 

 
PRELUDE 

GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
(The first spoken words of our worship time are  

“The peace of Christ be with you.” 
The congregation is invited to respond, saying, “And also with you.”) 

INTROIT 
 

GATHERING MUSIC, PRAYER, INVOCATION & MEDITATION 
HYMN # 352(NCH)   My God, Accept My Heart This Day 

(Alternating with reading from Psalm 19) 
 

CALL TO PRAYER OF CONFESSION, HEALING AND FORGIVENESS 
  



 

 

UNISON PRAYER FOR HEALING OF BROKENNESS  
Gracious God, you call us to labor for justice – not the rough justice of 
retribution, but the gentle justice of welcome. We often fail to heed your call, 
accepting injustice as the way of the world. You call us to risk everything to heal 
the world’s brokenness; we often fail to heed your call, pretending that all is well. 
You call us to radical kindness; we often fail to heed your call, measuring out our 
kindness only where it feels safe. You call us to extravagant welcome; we often 
fail to heed your call, opening the door only to those who won’t disturb us. You 
know our errant choices better than we do; come into our lives anew; transform 
us, even though we’re at once afraid and eager to be transformed… 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

RESPONSIVE ASSURANCE OF PARDON   
One: Creation’s sweetest music is always a song that calls us to be fully alive 
with God. It calls us to new and grace-filled life. It calls us to beauty, gratitude, 
and new hopefulness. 
All: God never stops loving; God never stops calling. We answer anew, 
knowing that our song of “Yes” - and only this song - makes all well with our 
forever-souls. 
 

CHORUS OF ASSURANCE 
(SING) It is well with my soul. It is well with my soul. It is well; it is well with my soul. 
 

WE LISTEN TO HEAR GOD’S WORD 

A PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (Unison) 
O God, may our reading, hearing, and understanding of your Word, and our 
own words spoken, sung, and prayed, be acceptable in your sight. For you are 
our rock and our redeemer. AMEN 
 

THE WORD OF GOD IN SCRIPTURE 
o Proverbs 1:20-33 
o James 3:1-12 (Excerpted for brevity; All are invited to examine the full passage.) 

o Mark 8:27-38 
(At the conclusion of Gospel reading, the congregation responds, saying, 

“Thanks be to God, who brings light and truth.”) 

REFLECTION                    “But Those Who Listen to Me…” 
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S HOLY INVITATION 
 

*HYMN # 191 (NCH)                  Before Your Cross, O Jesus 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER, PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION, 
& LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come; thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 
 

CHORAL RESPONSE TO PRAYER 
(SING) Hear our prayer, O God; hear our prayer, O God. 

             Incline your ear to us, and grant us your peace. 
 

WE OFFER GIFTS OF OURSELVES AND DEPART IN PEACE 
 

CALL TO GIVING AND RECEIPT OF OFFERING 
   *DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

   *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

*CLOSING HYMN # 606 (NCH)                      Nearer, My God, to You 
 

*BENEDICTION  RESPONSE # 590                                             Threefold Amen 
 

POSTLUDE 
* We rise, either in body or in spirit 
 

  



 

 

CALL TO PRAYER OF CONFESSION, HEALING, AND FORGIVENESS 
The paths of our lives are often hard. We often respond by taking the easy path in 
our faith life. We might consider reversing these choices. Wrestling with our faith 
life, as Jacob did, and as the disciples reluctantly did, can transform our daily lives 
and change the world. So we confess our errant choices, trusting God to show us 
a new way. 
  



 

 

Scripture for September13, 2015 
 

Proverbs 1:20-23; 29-33 

Wisdom cries out in the street; in the squares she raises her voice. 

 

At the busiest corner, she cries out; at the entrance of the city gates she speaks: "How long, O simple 

ones, will you love being simple? How long will scoffers delight in their scoffing and fools hate 

knowledge? 

 

Give heed to my reproof; I will pour out my thoughts to you; I will make my words known to you. 

 

Because they hated knowledge and did not choose the fear of the Lord, would have none of my counsel, 

and despised all my reproof, therefore they shall eat the fruit of their way, and be sated with their own 

devices. 

 

For waywardness kills the simple, and the complacency of fools destroys them; but those who listen to 

me will be secure and will live at ease, without dread of disaster." 

 

James 3:1-12 (Excerpted) 

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we who teach will 

be judged with greater strictness… So also, the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits. 

How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed among our 

members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set 

on fire by hell…  No one can tame the tongue — a restless evil, full of deadly poison. With it we bless the 

Lord and Father, and with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. From the same mouth 

come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. Does a spring pour forth from 

the same opening both fresh and brackish water? 

 

Mark 8:27-38 

Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his 

disciples, "Who do people say that I am?" And they answered him, "John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; 

and still others, one of the prophets." He asked them, "But who do you say that I am?" Peter answered 

him, "You are the Messiah." And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him. 

 

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the 

elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all this quite 

openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he 

rebuked Peter and said, "Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on 

human things." 

 

He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, "If any want to become my followers, let them 

deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, 

and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it 

profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their 

life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the 

Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels." 

 

End of reading: “This is the Word of God, the story of Jesus Christ, who brings light and truth to the 

world.” 

  



 

 

Opening Reading, September 13, 2015 
 

Psalm 19 

 

 

SING 

The heavens are telling the glory of God; 

   and the firmament proclaims God's handiwork. 

 

Day to day pours forth speech, 

   and night to night declares knowledge. 

 

There is no speech, nor are there words; 

   their voice is not heard; 

 

yet their voice goes out through all the earth, 

   and their words to the end of the world. 

 

SING 

In the heavens God has set a tent for the sun, 

   which comes out like a beloved from a wedding canopy, 

and like an athlete runs its course with joy. 

 

Its rising is from the end of the heavens, 

   and its circuit to the end of them; 

and nothing is hid from its heat. 

 

 

SING 

The law of God is perfect, reviving the soul; 

   the decrees of God are sure, making wise the simple; 

  

the precepts of God are right, rejoicing the heart; 

   the commandment of God is clear, enlightening the eyes; 

 

the fear of God is pure, enduring forever; 

   the ordinances of God are true and righteous altogether. 

 

Moreover by them is your servant warned; 

   in keeping them there is great reward. 

 

Then I shall be blameless, 

   and innocent of great transgression. 

 

 

SING 

 


