
 

 

Welcome to the United Church of Craftsbury.  
If you’re visiting or new to our congregation, please sign our guest book. The greeters can 

supply a hearing device or magnifier to assist you during our service. We would love to keep in 
touch; please leave us your contact on a form in the pew rack. 

 

Participants today:  
Rev. Alan Parker, Pastor; Sandalyn Chadwick, Accompanist; Lois Charron, liturgist.  

 

For Next Sunday:    
Proverbs 31:10-31; Psalm 1; Wisdom of Solomon 1:16-2:1, 12-22 or Jeremiah 11:18-20;  

Psalm 54; James 3:13 - 4:3, 7-8a; Mark 9:30-37. 
 

 If you would like to place flowers in the sanctuary  
in memory of a family member or loved one, contact Roberta Alexander (586-7730). 

 

Bulletin news due at church via e-mail, phone message, or note by Friday morning.   You may 
also contact Michelle Warren at 586-9632 or email unitedchurchcraftsbury@gmail.com. 

 

. Upcoming Weekly Church Calendar: 
Mon.  
09/21 

Tues.  
09/22 

Wed.  
09/23 

Thurs.  
09/24 

Fri. 
09/25 

Sat.  
09/26 

Sunday  
09/27 

 

 
 Zumba:  

6 PM  

 

Community 
Visit:  

2:30-8:30 PM 
 

AA:  
 6 PM 

 
Church Council: 

7 PM 

 

 
 
 

  

 
Zumba:  
4:30 PM 

 

Al-Anon:  
6 PM 

 
 

Rachel’s 
Aerobics:   
6:30 PM 

 
 
 

 

Special Sunday 
Service-

Blessing of the 
Animals: 

10 AM  
 

Rachel’s 
Aerobics:   
6:30 PM 

 

Committee Contacts:  

 Church Clerk:  Anne Wilson (586-2825) 
 Church Council: Andy Moffatt  

(586-2248) 

 Community Supper: Barb Strong 
 (586-2516) 

 Deacons:  Jen LaPoint (586-2883) 
 

 

 Horse  & Buggy Club: Paula Massé (586-2857) 

 Ladies Union: Lois Charron (586-9674) 

 Memorial Committee: Diane Sanville (586-9642) 
 Prayer Circle:  Norma Waterhouse (586-2285) 
 Religious Education: Barb Strong (586-2516) 
 Trustees: Bruce Sweeny (802) 525-4245 

United Church of Craftsbury 
PO Box 46, Craftsbury Common, VT 05827 

Phone: (802) 586-8028   ∙   Email:  unitedchurchcraftsbury@gmail.com 
Website & Online Calendar:  www.unitedchurchofcraftsbury.com 

Pastor: Rev. Alan Parker∙ Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Arnold Brown ∙ Ministers:The Entire Congregation 

United Church of Craftsbury 
 

 
September 20, 2015 

Twenty-fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time – Year B 
 

WE GATHER TO BE PRESENT WITH GOD 

 
PRELUDE 

GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
(The first spoken words of our worship time are  

“The peace of Christ be with you.” 
The congregation is invited to respond, saying, “And also with you.”) 

INTROIT 
 

GATHERING MUSIC, PRAYER, INVOCATION & MEDITATION 
HYMN # 602 (NCH)    Giver of Life, Where’er They Be 

(Alternating with reading from Psalm 54) 
 

CALL TO PRAYER FOR HEALING AND FORGIVENESS 



 

 

UNISON PRAYER FOR HEALING OF BROKENNESS 
Bountiful God, how often do we shout that our voice might be heard above all 
others? How often do we elbow our way to the front of the line, as if we were 
starved? How often do we dismiss the wisdom of others, certain that it is our 
brilliance that will light the path? But it is always and only your glory that lights 
this path. We forget this again and again. Forgive us, holy God. Be among us as 
we lay aside all burdens and obsessions. Forgive us, as we open our hearts to 
you, and to all that you have created and with which you have blessed us. For 
it is in opening these closed hearts that we open ourselves to your holy and 
redeeming presence. 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

RESPONSIVE ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
One: Oh, and it is so! We have cast our brokenness into the wind of the Holy 
Spirit, and it blows away into the cleansing air. 
All: Now we may be freed and refreshed; welcomed into the holy and 
forgiving hands of our God. Thanks be to God for this mysterious and eternal 
gift. AMEN 
 

CHORUS OF ASSURANCE 
(SING) It is well with my soul. It is well with my soul. It is well; it is well with my soul. 
 

WE LISTEN TO HEAR GOD’S WORD 

A PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (Unison) 
O God, may our reading, hearing, and understanding of your Word, and our 
own words spoken, sung, and prayed, be acceptable in your sight. For you are 
our rock and our redeemer. AMEN 
 

THE WORD OF GOD IN SCRIPTURE 
o Wisdom of Solomon 2: 12-22 
o James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a 
o Mark 9:30-37 
(At the conclusion of Gospel reading, the congregation responds, saying, 

“Thanks be to God, who brings light and truth.”) 

REFLECTION                          “Whoever Welcomes One…” 
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S HOLY INVITATION 
 

*HYMN # 539 (NCH)            Won’t You Let Me Be Your Servant? 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER, PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION, 
& LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come; thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 
 

CHORAL RESPONSE TO PRAYER 
(SING) Hear our prayer, O God; hear our prayer, O God. 

            Incline your ear to us, and grant us your peace. 
 

WE OFFER GIFTS OF OURSELVES AND DEPART IN PEACE 
 

CALL TO GIVING AND RECEIPT OF OFFERING 
   *DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

   *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

*CLOSING HYMN # 525 (NCH)                      This Little Light of Mine 
 

*BENEDICTION  RESPONSE # 590 Threefold Amen 
 

POSTLUDE 
* We rise, either in body or in spirit 

  



 

 

CALL TO PRAYER FOR HEALING AND FORGIVENESS 
Part broken and part whole, we come to this place to be healed, that we might 
become healers. In this time, we look honestly into the heart of what is broken 
and sinful in our lives and in our world, in the comforting and humbling 
knowledge that God loves us, no matter what. In a spirit of hopefulness, we speak 
together the prayer for healing of brokenness. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

Scripture for September20, 2015 

 

Wisdom of Solomon 2: 12-22 

"Let us lie in wait for the righteous man, 

   because he is inconvenient to us 

and opposes our actions; 

   he reproaches us for sins against the law, 

and accuses us of sins against our training. 

He professes to have knowledge of God, 

   and calls himself a child of the Lord. 

He became to us a reproof of our thoughts; 

   the very sight of him is a burden to us, 

because his manner of life is unlike that of others, 

      and his ways are strange. 

We are considered by him as something base, 

   and he avoids our ways as unclean; 

he calls the last end of the righteous happy, 

   and boasts that God is his father. 

Let us see if his words are true, 

   and let us test what will happen at the end of his life; 

for if the righteous man is God's child, he will help him, 

   and will deliver him from the hand of his adversaries. 

Let us test him with insult and torture, 

   so that we may find out how gentle he is, 

and make trial of his forbearance. 

Let us condemn him to a shameful death, 

   for, according to what he says, he will be protected." 

 

Thus they reasoned, but they were led astray, 

   for their wickedness blinded them, 

and they did not know the secret purposes of God, 

   nor hoped for the wages of holiness, 

nor discerned the prize for blameless souls; 

 

 

James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a 

Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are done with 

gentleness born of wisdom. But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be 

boastful and false to the truth. Such wisdom does not come down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, 

devilish. For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also be disorder and wickedness of every 

kind. But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and 

good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for 

those who make peace. 

 

Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not come from your 

cravings that are at war within you? You want something and do not have it; so you commit murder. And 

you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts. You do not have, 

because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you 

get on your pleasures. 

 



 

 

Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near to God, and he 

will draw near to you. 

 

Mark 9:30-37 

They went on from there and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know it; for he was 

teaching his disciples, saying to them, "The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and they will 

kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again." But they did not understand what he was 

saying and were afraid to ask him. 

 

Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, "What were you arguing 

about on the way?" But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one another who was the 

greatest. He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, "Whoever wants to be first must be last of all 

and servant of all." Then he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to 

them, "Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me 

welcomes not me but the one who sent me." 

 

End of reading: “This is the Word of God, the story of Jesus Christ, who brings light and truth to the 

world.” 

  



 

 

Opening Reading, September 20, 2015 

 

Psalm 54 

 

Save me, O God, by your name, 

   and vindicate me by your might. 

 

Hear my prayer, O God; 

   give ear to the words of my mouth. 

 

For the insolent have risen against me, 

   the ruthless seek my life; 

they do not set God before them. 

 

But surely, God is my helper; 

   God is the upholder of my life. 

 

God will repay my enemies  

   for their evil. 

In your faithfulness,  

   put an end to them. 

 

With a freewill offering  

   I will sacrifice to you; 

I will give thanks to your name, O God,  

   for it is good. 

 

For God has delivered me  

   from every trouble, 

and my eye has looked in triumph  

   on my enemies. 

 

 


