
 

 

The flowers on the alter table are donated in memory of  Millicent (Millie) Morrison  
Mac Farland on the anniversary of her death by her mother, Betty Morrison and family. 

 

Welcome to the United Church of Craftsbury.  
If you’re visiting or new to our congregation, please sign our guest book. The greeters can 

supply a hearing device or magnifier to assist you during our service. We would love to keep in 
touch; please leave us your contact on a form in the pew rack. 

 

Participants today:  
Rev. Alan Parker, Pastor; Sandalyn Chadwick, Accompanist; Maggie Worboys, liturgist.  

 

For Next Sunday:    
Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22; Psalm 124; Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29;  

Psalm 19:7-14; James 5:13-20; Mark 9:38-50. 
 

 If you would like to place flowers in the sanctuary  
in memory of a family member or loved one, contact Roberta Alexander (586-7730). 

 

Bulletin news due at church via e-mail, phone message, or note by Friday morning.   You may 
also contact Michelle Warren at 586-9632 or email unitedchurchcraftsbury@gmail.com. 

 

. Upcoming Weekly Church Calendar: 
Mon.  
09/28 

Tues.  
09/29 

Wed.  
09/30 

Thurs.  
10/1 

Fri. 
10/2 

Sat.  
10/3 

Sunday  
10/4 

 

 
 Zumba:  

6 PM  

 
 

AA:  
 6 PM 

 

 

 
 
 

  

 
Zumba:  
4:30 PM 

 

Al-Anon:  
6 PM 

 
 

Rachel’s 
Aerobics:   
6:30 PM 

 
 
 

World Communion 
Sunday Service: 

10 AM  
 

Rachel’s Aerobics:   
6:30 PM 

 

Committee Contacts:  

 Church Clerk:  Anne Wilson (586-2825) 
 Church Council: Andy Moffatt  

(586-2248) 

 Community Supper: Barb Strong 
 (586-2516) 

 Deacons:  Jen LaPoint (586-2883) 
 

 

 Horse  & Buggy Club: Paula Massé (586-2857) 

 Ladies Union: Lois Charron (586-9674) 
 Memorial Committee: Diane Sanville (586-9642) 
 Prayer Circle:  Norma Waterhouse (586-2285) 
 Religious Education: Barb Strong (586-2516) 
 Trustees: Bruce Sweeny (802) 525-4245 

United Church of Craftsbury 
PO Box 46, Craftsbury Common, VT 05827 

Phone: (802) 586-8028   ∙   Email:  unitedchurchcraftsbury@gmail.com 
Website & Online Calendar:  www.unitedchurchofcraftsbury.com 

Pastor: Rev. Alan Parker∙ Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Arnold Brown ∙ Ministers:The Entire Congregation 
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September 27, 2015 
Blessing of the Animals Sunday 

 

WE GATHER TO BE PRESENT WITH GOD 
 

PRELUDE 
GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

(The first spoken words of our worship time are  
“The peace of Christ be with you.” 

The congregation is invited to respond, saying,  
“And also with you.”) 

INTROIT 
 

GATHERING MUSIC, PRAYER, INVOCATION & MEDITATION 
HYMN # 459 (NCH)    Come, O Fount of Every Blessing 

(Alternating with reading from Psalm 36) 



 

 

LITURGY OF BLESSING & CONFESSION 
One: Blessed are you, Holy God, creator of all living creatures. 
All: Early in the days of creation, you called forth fish in the sea, birds in the air and 
animals on the earth. You entrusted us with dominion over them all. 
One: Today, especially, in the presence of all gathered here… 
All: Bless these animals among us, and bless those in our homes and in our hearts. 
One: O God who has given us the blessing of animals,  those in the wild, those on 
farms, those in our own homes, for the birds we hear in the morning, for the drone 
of the bees in the garden, 
All: We thank you for all these living gifts and for our own animal companions; for 
the joy they bring us; their unconditional love and forgiveness so like your own; 
and for the Spirit-health they give us. 
One: We confess that we have sometimes not loved them as they have loved us. 
All: For times when we have neglected our animal companions; have been too 
busy to play with them and shooed them away; and have used them for our own 
purposes without thought for their holy dignity, we are truly sorry. 
One: May we see, O God, the holiness of life in all its faces; 
All: Our own faces, those of neighbor and stranger; the cat that owns the armchair; 
the dog in the yard on a mysterious mission; the wild beast who secretively shares 
Earth’s gifts with us; the nearly invisible living things that help the world breathe 
with their unseen labors… 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

RESPONSIVE ASSURANCE OF BLESSING  
One: God has given us all we need: food, shelter, warm clothing, and a host of life 
to support us, teach us, delight us, and to be our companions and our sustenance. 
All: We return now, restored and forgiven, to knowing this blessing. We give 
new thanks, and all is well with our souls. AMEN 
 

CHORUS OF ASSURANCE 
(SING) It is well with my soul. It is well with my soul. It is well; it is well with my soul.

 WE LISTEN TO HEAR GOD’S WORD 

A PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (Unison)O God, may our reading, hearing, and 
understanding of your Word, and our own words spoken, sung, and prayed, be 
acceptable in your sight. For you are our rock and our redeemer. AMEN 
 

THE WORD OF GOD IN SCRIPTURE 
o Genesis 1: 20-26 
o Luke 15: 3-6 

(At the conclusion of Gospel reading, the congregation responds, saying, 
“Thanks be to God, who brings light and truth.”) 

 

REFLECTION                                         “Dominion or Domination?” 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING                        Don Houghton & Ned Houston 
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S HOLY INVITATION 

*HYMN # 32 (NCH)                     God of the Sparrow, God of the Whale 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER, PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION & LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come; thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 
 

CHORAL RESPONSE TO PRAYER 
(SING)  Hear our prayer, O God; hear our prayer, O God. 
          Incline your ear to us, and grant us your peace. 
 

WE OFFER GIFTS OF OURSELVES AND DEPART IN PEACE 

CALL TO GIVING AND RECEIPT OF OFFERING 
   *DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

   *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

*CLOSING HYMN #66 ((PH); Words - Insert)     For the Beauty of the Earth 
  

*BENEDICTION  RESPONSE # 590                                                 Threefold Amen 
 

POSTLUDE 
* We rise, either in body or in spirit  



 

 

For the Beauty of the Earth 

 

For the beauty of the earth, 

For the glory of the skies; 

For the love which from our birth, 

Over and around us lies; 

Lord of all, to Thee we raise 

This, our hymn of grateful praise. 

 

For the wonder of each hour, 

Of the day and of the night; 

Hill and vale and tree and flow'r, 

Sun and moon, and stars of light; 

Lord of all, to Thee we raise 

This, our hymn of grateful praise. 

 

For the joy of human love, 

Brother, sister, parent, child; 

Friends on Earth and friends above, 

For all gentle thoughts and mild; 

Lord of all, to Thee we raise 

This, our hymn of grateful praise. 

 

For each wondrous living being 

Pet or livestock, or what’s wild 

Lives that help us in our seeing, 

Knowing each to be God’s child. 

Lord of all, to Thee we raise 

This, our hymn of grateful praise. 

 

For the joy of giving gifts, 

Living beings to friends unknown 

As we share, our own heart lifts 

Seeds of bounty freely sown. 

Lord of all, to Thee we raise 

This, our hymn of grateful praise. 

 
V. 1-3, Folliott S. Pierpoint 

V. 4-5, Alan Parker 

 

For the Beauty of the Earth 

 

For the beauty of the earth, 

For the glory of the skies; 

For the love which from our birth, 

Over and around us lies; 

Lord of all, to Thee we raise 

This, our hymn of grateful praise. 

 

For the wonder of each hour, 

Of the day and of the night; 

Hill and vale and tree and flow'r, 

Sun and moon, and stars of light; 

Lord of all, to Thee we raise 

This, our hymn of grateful praise. 

 

For the joy of human love, 

Brother, sister, parent, child; 

Friends on Earth and friends above, 

For all gentle thoughts and mild; 

Lord of all, to Thee we raise 

This, our hymn of grateful praise. 

 

For each wondrous living being 

Pet or livestock, or what’s wild 

Lives that help us in our seeing, 

Knowing each to be God’s child. 

Lord of all, to Thee we raise 

This, our hymn of grateful praise. 

 

For the joy of giving gifts, 

Living beings to friends unknown 

As we share, our own heart lifts 

Seeds of bounty freely sown. 

Lord of all, to Thee we raise 

This, our hymn of grateful praise. 

 
V. 1-3, Folliott S. Pierpoint 

V. 4-5, Alan Parker 



 

 

Scripture for September27, 2015 

 

Genesis 1: 20-26 

And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth 

across the dome of the sky.” 
 
So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, 

of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it 

was good.
 
God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds 

multiply on the earth.” 
 
And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 

And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and 

wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. God made the wild animals of the earth of every 

kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God 

saw that it was good. 

Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have 

dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild 

animals of the earth,
 
and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 

 

 

Luke 15: 3-6 

So Jesus told them this parable:
 
“Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, does 

not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? When he has 

found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 
 
And when he comes home, he calls together his friends 

and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ 

 

 

End of reading: “This is the Word of God, the story of Jesus Christ, who brings light and truth to the 

world.” 

  



 

 

Opening Reading, September 27, 2015 

 

Psalm 36: 5-10 

 

SING 

Your steadfast love, O LORD, extends to the heavens, 

    your faithfulness to the clouds.
 

Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains, 

    your judgments are like the great deep; 

    you save humans and animals alike, O LORD. 

SING 

How precious is your steadfast love, O God! 

    All people may take refuge in the shadow of your wings. 

They feast on the abundance of your house, 

    and you give them drink from the river of your delights. 

For with you is the fountain of life; 

    in your light we see light. 

O continue your steadfast love to those who know you, 

    and your salvation to the upright of heart! 

SING 

 

 


