
 

 

Welcome to the United Church of Craftsbury.  
If you’re visiting or new to our congregation, please sign our guest book. The greeters can 

supply a hearing device or magnifier to assist you during our service. We would love to keep in 
touch; please leave us your contact on a form in the pew rack. 

 

Participants today:  
Rev. Alan Parker, Pastor; Autumn Chamberlain, Accompanist;  

Light and Candle Liturgy - Debbie Hill; Scripture Liturgy - Joan Simmons. 
 

For Next Sunday:    
Zephaniah 3:14-20, Isaiah 12:2-6, Philippians 4:4-7,Luke 3:7-18 

 

 If you would like to place flowers in the sanctuary  
in memory of a family member or loved one, contact Roberta Alexander (586-7730). 

 

Bulletin news due at church via e-mail, phone message, or note by Friday morning.   You may 
also contact Michelle Warren at 586-9632 or email unitedchurchcraftsbury@gmail.com. 

 

. Upcoming Weekly Church Calendar: 
Mon.  
12/7 

Tues.  
12/8 

Wed.  
12/9 

Thurs.  
12/10 

Fri. 
12/11 

Sat.  
12/12 

Sunday  
12/13 

 

 
Mahjongg: 

 1 PM 
 

 Zumba:  
6 PM  

 
AA:  

 6 PM 
 

Deacons’ 
Meeting: 

7 PM 
 
 

 

 
  

  

 Ladies Union: 
Noon 

 

Al-Anon:  
6 PM 

 

Land Use Meeting 
(tentative at 

night) 

 
Capoeira: 
4:30-5:30 

PM 

 
Horse & 
Buggy: 
Noon 

 

Sunday 
Service: 
10 AM  

 
X-Mas 

Workshop: 
1-3 PM 

 

 
 

Committee Contacts:  
 Church Clerk:  Anne Wilson (586-2825) 

 Church Council: Andy Moffatt  
(586-2248) 

 Community Supper: Barb Strong 
 (586-2516) 

 Deacons:  Jen LaPoint (586-2883) 
 

 

 Horse  & Buggy Club: Paula Massé (586-2857) 
 Ladies Union: Lois Charron (586-9674) 

 Memorial Committee: Diane Sanville (586-9642) 
 Prayer Circle:  Norma Waterhouse (586-2285) 

 Religious Education: Barb Strong (586-2516) 
 Trustees: TBA 

United Church of Craftsbury 
PO Box 46, Craftsbury Common, VT 05827 

Phone: (802) 586-8028   ∙   Email:  unitedchurchcraftsbury@gmail.com 
Website & Online Calendar:  www.unitedchurchofcraftsbury.com 

Pastor Rev. Alan Parker∙ Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Arnold Brown ∙ Ministers:The Entire Congregation 

United Church of Craftsbury 
 

December 6, 2015 
Second Sunday in Advent – Year C 
WE GATHER TO BE PRESENT 

WITH GOD 
 

PRELUDE 
GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

INTROIT 
 

        GATHERING MUSIC, PRAYER,   
        INVOCATION & MEDITATION 
                    HYMN # 110 (NCH)                Now Bless the God of Israel 

Alternating with Reading from Luke 1: 68-79 
 

BRINGING THE ETERNAL LIGHT & LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE 
One: Peace, if we know it at all, lies deep - sometimes almost unknown - in our 
hopeful hearts. 
All: Yet we pray for it, knowing it can come to fill the Earth and skies. 
One: We have lit hope’s candle; today we add the candle of peace to this first 
flame. (Light candle) 
All: We pray for peace, knowing it can come, yet still wondering if it will. 
One: Let the peace in our hearts fill Earth and Heaven.  
All: This peace in our hearts is a gift from God. Today, we offer this peace to all 
warring and broken places in God’s creation. 
 

WORDS ABOUT PEACE                                                  Debbie Hill 
 

SING (Melody: Silent Night)   
Candle light, sacred light. Mystery flames, burning bright. We are waiting for 
Jesus’ new birth.  
Shine his peace over all of the earth. Thanks for the gift of peace, thanks for the 
gift of peace. 



 

 

CALL TO PRAYER FOR HEALING AND FORGIVENESS 
 

UNISON PRAYER FOR HEALING OF BROKENNESS 
Living, forgiving God, too often we do not hear the songs of the angels. We see 
the child standing alone in tears, the family struggling for existence, the broken 
landscape, the oft-scorned poor, and the outcast pushed further away from hope. 
These broken sorrows paralyze us; thus do we reject the gifts you offer to your 
children for free. We neglect our task; to live fully in this grace and to remind the 
world of just this gift. We mean to share in your grace, and we look to share it 
with all who would learn of your love. 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

RESPONSIVE ASSURANCE OF PARDON   
One: Like a warm shawl, God drapes tender mercy around our souls. Like the 
moon on a winter night, God's Light breaks through our shadows, showing us the 
path to life. 
All: God is good. Always. Always forgiven and renewed, we walk the ways of our 
God - peaceful, hopeful and graceful - hand in hand with the One who saves.AMEN 
 

CHORUS OF ASSURANCE 
(SING) It is well with my soul It is well with my soul.It is well; it is well with my soul. 
 

WE LISTEN TO HEAR GOD’S WORD 

A PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (Unison) 
O God, may our reading, hearing, and understanding of your Word, and our own 
spoken words, be acceptable in your sight. For you are our rock and our 
redeemer. AMEN  
 

TIME FOR THE YOUNG & YOUNG AT HEART 
 

THE WORD OF GOD IN SCRIPTURE 
o Malachi 3:1-4 
o Baruch 5:1-5 
o Luke 3:1-6 

 (At the conclusion of Gospel reading, the congregation responds, saying, 
“Thanks be to God, who brings light and truth.”) 

 

REFLECTION                                             “Who Shall Abide?” 
 

WE OFFER OUR PRAYERS AND OUR GIFTS 

JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER, PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION, & LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come; thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 
 

CHORAL RESPONSE TO PRAYER 
(SING) Hear our prayer, O God; hear our prayer, O God. 

Incline your ear to us, and grant us your peace. 
 

CALL TO GIVING AND RECEIPT OF OFFERING 
   *DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

   *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

WE SHARE CHRIST’S TABLE AND GO OUT IN PEACE 

COMMUNION HYMN # 345, V. 1, 2 (NCH)        Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 
 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Holy God, in deep gratitude for this moment, this meal, and these people, we give 
ourselves to you. Take us to live as changed people; we have shared this living 
bread and cup, and we cannot remain the same. Ask much of us; expect much 
from us; enable new things by us; encourage many through us. Send us out, Dear 
God, with gentle hearts to touch an ordinary, everyday world with the promise 
and joy of your holiness. AMEN 
 

*CLOSING HYMN # 43 (NCH)                       Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 
 

*BENEDICTION  RESPONSE # 590                                                 Threefold Amen 
 

POSTLUDE 
* We rise, either in body or in spirit 

 



 

 

CALL TO PRAYER OF CONFESSION, HEALING, AND FORGIVENESS 
As we prepare a space into which we invite goodness and light, we begin by 
cleaning things up.  We might call our confession a spiritual housecleaning. 
Confession is not  punishment; it is a blessed cleansing of all that separates us 
from God’s purpose and God’s hope for us. Because we can always use some help 
with such housecleaning, we confess together. 
  



 

 

Opening Reading, December 6, 2015 

 

Luke 1:68-79 

 

SING 

 

"Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 

  for he has looked favorably on 

      his people and redeemed them. 

He has raised up a mighty savior for us 

      in the house of his servant David, 

as he spoke through the mouth 

      of his holy prophets from of old, 

  that we would be saved from our enemies 

      and from the hand of all who hate us. 

Thus he has shown the mercy 

       promised to our ancestors, 

   and has remembered his holy covenant, 

the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, 

   to grant us that we, being rescued 

       from the hands of our enemies, 

might serve him without fear, 

    in holiness and righteousness 

       before him all our days. 
 

SING 

 

And you, child, will be called 

    the prophet of the Most High; 

  for you will go before the Lord 

       to prepare his ways, 

to give knowledge of salvation 

   to his people by the forgiveness 

       of their sins. 

By the tender mercy of our God, 

   the dawn from on high 

        will break upon us, 

to give light to those 

   who sit in darkness and 

        in the shadow of death, 

   to guide our feet into the way of peace." 
 

SING  

 

  



 

 

Scripture for December 6, 2015 

 

Malachi 3:1-4 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will 

suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is 

coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who shall abide the day of his coming, and who can stand when 

he appears? For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier 

of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they 

present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be 

pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. 
 

Baruch 5:1-5 

Take off the garment of your sorrow and affliction, O Jerusalem, 

   and put on forever the beauty of the glory from God. 

Put on the robe of the righteousness that comes from God; 

   put on your head the diadem of the glory of the Everlasting; 

for God will show your splendor everywhere under heaven. 

For God will give you evermore the name, 

   "Righteous Peace, Godly Glory." 
 

Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the height; 

   look toward the east, 

and see your children gathered from west and east 

   at the word of the Holy One, 

   rejoicing that God has remembered them. 
 

Luke 3:1-6 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, 

and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and 

Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the 

word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region around 

the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the 

book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 

  "The voice of one crying out in 

       the wilderness: 

  'Prepare the way of the Lord, 

       make his paths straight. 

  Every valley shall be filled, 

       and every mountain and hill 

           shall be made low, 

  and the crooked shall be made straight, 

       and the rough ways made smooth; 

  and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.'" 

 

End of reading: “This is the Word of God, the story of Jesus Christ, who brings light and truth to the 

world.” 

 


