
 

 

Welcome to the United Church of Craftsbury.  
If you’re visiting or new to our congregation, please sign our guest book. The greeters can 

supply a hearing device or magnifier to assist you during our service. We would love to keep in 
touch; please leave us your contact on a form in the pew rack. 

 

Participants today:  
Rev. Alan Parker, Pastor; Sandalyn Chadwick, Accompanist. Shirley Strong, Liturgist. 

 

For Next Sunday:    
Acts 9:36-43; Psalm 23; Revelation 7:9-17; John 10:22-3. 

 

 If you would like to place flowers in the sanctuary  
in memory of a family member or loved one, contact Roberta Alexander (586-7730).  

 

Bulletin news due at church via e-mail, phone message, or note by Friday morning.   You may 
also contact Michelle Warren at 586-9632 or email unitedchurchcraftsbury@gmail.com 

 

. Upcoming Weekly Church Calendar: 
Mon.  
04/11 

Tues.  
04/12 

Wed.  
04/13 

Thurs.  
04/14 

Fri. 
04/15 

Sat.  
04/16 

Sunday  
04/17 

 

Mahjongg: 
Noon-4 PM 

 
 Zumba:  

6 PM  

 
 

AA:    
6 PM 

 
Deacons’ 
Meeting: 

7 PM 
 
 

 
  

Ladies’ Union: 
Noon 

 
Mahjongg: 
Noon-4 PM 

 

Al-Anon:  
6 PM 

   

Sunday Service 
& Sunday 

School: 
10 AM  

(choir practice 
afterwards) 

 

Arnold Brown 
Thank You 

Party: 
1-3 PM 

 

Committee Contacts:  

 Church Clerk:  Anne Wilson (586-2825) 
 Church Council: Andy Moffatt  

(586-2248) 

 Community Supper: Barb Strong 
 (586-2516) 

 Deacons:  Andy Moffatt (586-2248) 
 

 

 Horse  & Buggy Club: Paula Massé (586-2857) 

 Ladies Union: Lois Charron (586-9674) 
 Memorial Committee: Diane Sanville (586-9642) 
 Prayer Circle:  Norma Waterhouse (586-2285) 
 Religious Education: Barb Strong (586-2516) 
 Trustees: Richard Bailey (586-9675) and Clyde 

Simmons (586-2854) 

United Church of Craftsbury 
PO Box 46, Craftsbury Common, VT 05827 

Phone: (802) 586-8028   ∙   Email:  unitedchurchcraftsbury@gmail.com 
Website & Online Calendar:  www.unitedchurchofcraftsbury.com 

Pastor Rev. Alan Parker∙ Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Arnold Brown ∙ Ministers:The Entire Congregation 

United Church of Craftsbury 
 

                               

April 10, 2016 
Third Sunday of Eastertide – Year C 

 
WE GATHER TO BE PRESENT WITH GOD 

 
PRELUDE 

GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
(The first spoken words of our worship time are  

“The peace of Christ be with you.” 
The congregation is invited to respond, saying, “And also with you.”) 

INTROIT 
 

GATHERING MUSIC, PRAYER, INVOCATION & MEDITATION 
HYMN # 491 (Black)   Awake, My Soul, Stretch Every Nerve 

(Alternating with reading from Psalm 30) 
 

CALL TO PRAYER OF CONFESSION, HEALING, AND FORGIVENESS 
  



 

 

UNISON PRAYER FOR HEALING OF BROKENNESS 
Grace-filled God, as uncertain and prone to failure as we are, you have chosen 
us to be your children; chosen us to show your love to the world. Often, we 
are not up to the task; we act like our own Gods. We pass judgment on others 
where we have no right or claim; we are certain that we know best how to fill 
our coffers with no thought to others who wait for their most basic needs. We 
turn away from Grace when it is the only sustenance that satisfies. Yet you 
have chosen us; forgive us our sins and failures, and help us live worthily in 
your holy trust. 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
One: St. Paul said to the people of the church in Corinth, “God chose what is 
foolish to shame the wise.” This is the spirit of forgiveness at the heart of 
God’s promise. 
All: Thanks be to God, we are renewed, restored, forgiven, and blessed for all 
time, for all of God’s sacred and joyous work in Creation. AMEN 
 

(SING) It is well with my soul. It is well with my soul. 
             It is well; it is well with my soul. 
 

WE LISTEN TO HEAR GOD’S WORD 

A PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (Unison) 
O God, may our reading, hearing, and understanding of your Word, and our 
own words spoken, sung, and prayed, be acceptable in your sight. For you are 
our rock and our redeemer. AMEN 
 

TIME FOR THE YOUNG & YOUNG AT HEART 
 

THE WORD OF GOD IN SCRIPTURE 
o Acts 9:1-9 
o John 21:1-19 
 (At the conclusion of Gospel reading, the congregation responds, saying, 

“Thanks be to God, who brings light and truth.”) 
 
 

REFLECTION                                      “Who Are You, Lord?” 
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S HOLY INVITATION 
 

*HYMN # 173 (Black)   You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER, PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION, 
& LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come; thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 
 

CHORAL RESPONSE TO PRAYER 
(SING) Hear our prayer, O God; hear our prayer, O God. 

            Incline your ear to us, and grant us your peace. 
 

WE OFFER GIFTS OF OURSELVES AND DEPART IN PEACE 
 

CALL TO GIVING AND RECEIPT OF OFFERING 
   *DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

   *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

*CLOSING HYMN # 322 (Red)                     Jesus Calls Us, O’er the Tumult 
 

*BENEDICTION  RESPONSE # 590                                                 Threefold Amen 
 

POSTLUDE 
* We rise, either in body or in spirit 
 



 

 

CALL TO PRAYER OF CONFESSION, HEALING, AND FORGIVENESS 
The season of Eastertide is all about forgiveness and new life, because God is all about 
forgiveness and new life. Forgiveness is not earned by breast-beating; it is simply God’s way. 
When it becomes our way, we see anew the fullness and joy of new life. We pray together… 
 
  



 

 

Opening Reading, April 10, 2016 – Psalm 30

SING 

I will extol you, O God, 

   for you have drawn me up, 

and did not let my foes rejoice over me. 

 

O God my God, I cried to you for help, 

   and you have healed me. 

  

O God, you brought up my soul from Sheol, 

   restored me to life 

from among those gone down to the Pit. 

 

Sing praises to God, O you God's faithful ones, 

    and give thanks to God's holy name. 

 

SING 

For God's anger is but for a moment; 

    God's favor is for a lifetime. 

Weeping may linger for the night, 

    but joy comes with the morning. 

 

As for me, I said in my prosperity, 

   "I shall never be moved." 

 

By your favor, O God, 

    you had established me as a strong mountain; 

 you hid your face; I was dismayed. 

 

To you, O God, I cried, 

    and to you I made supplication: 

 

"What profit is there in my death, 

    if I go down to the Pit? 

Will the dust praise you? 

   Will it tell of your faithfulness? 

 

SING 

"Hear, O God, and be gracious to me! 

   O God, be my helper!" 

 

You have turned my mourning into dancing; 

   you have taken off my sackcloth 

and clothed me with joy, 

  

so that my soul may praise you 

   and not be silent. 

O God my God, I will give thanks 

   to you forever 

 

SING 



 

 

Scripture for April 10, 2016 

 

Acts 9:1-9 

Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high 

priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to 

the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. Now as he was going along and 

approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard 

a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?" He asked, "Who are you, Lord?" The reply 

came, "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you 

are to do." 

 

The men who were traveling with him stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one. Saul 

got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand 

and brought him into Damascus. For three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. 

 

 

John 21:1-19 

After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed 

himself in this way. Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of 

Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. Simon Peter said to them, "I am 

going fishing." They said to him, "We will go with you." They went out and got into the boat, but that 

night they caught nothing. 

 

Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said 

to them, "Children, you have no fish, have you?" They answered him, "No." He said to them, "Cast the 

net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some." So they cast it, and now they were not able to 

haul it in because there were so many fish. That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is the Lord!" 

When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into 

the sea. But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from 

the land, only about a hundred yards off. 

 

When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. Jesus said to them, 

"Bring some of the fish that you have just caught." So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net 

ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, the net was not 

torn. Jesus said to them, "Come and have breakfast." Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, "Who 

are you?" because they knew it was the Lord. Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did 

the same with the fish. This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised 

from the dead. 

 

When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon son of John, do you love me more 

than these?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my lambs." 

A second time he said to him, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you 

know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Tend my sheep." He said to him the third time, "Simon son of 

John, do you love me?" Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, "Do you love me?" And he 

said to him, "Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my sheep. 

Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever you 

wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt 

around you and take you where you do not wish to go." (He said this to indicate the kind of death by 

which he would glorify God.) After this he said to him, "Follow me." 

(At close of reading: “This is the Word of God, the story of Jesus Christ, who brings light and truth to 

the world.”) 


