
 

 

Welcome to the United Church of Craftsbury.  
If you’re visiting or new to our congregation, please sign our guest book. The greeters can 

supply a hearing device or magnifier to assist you during our service. We would love to keep in 
touch; please leave us your contact on a form in the pew rack. 

 

Participants today:  
Rev. Alan Parker, Pastor; Sandalyn Chadwick, Accompanist. Paula Massé, Liturgist. 

 

For Next Sunday:    
Acts 11:1-18; Psalm 148; Revelation 21:1-6; John 13:31-35. 

 

 If you would like to place flowers in the sanctuary  
in memory of a family member or loved one, contact Roberta Alexander (586-7730).  

 

Bulletin news due at church via e-mail, phone message, or note by Friday morning.   You may 
also contact Michelle Warren at 586-9632 or email unitedchurchcraftsbury@gmail.com 

 

. Upcoming Weekly Church Calendar: 
Mon.  
04/18 

Tues.  
04/19 

Wed.  
04/20 

Thurs.  
04/21 

Fri. 
04/22 

Sat.  
04/23 

Sunday  
04/24 

 

Mahjongg: 
Noon-4 PM 

 
 Zumba:  

6 PM  

 
 

AA:    
6 PM 

 
Craftsbur

y Land 
Use 

Meeting: 
6:30 PM 

 
 

 
Community 

Dinner:  
6 PM 

 
Presentation by 

Imam Islam 
Hassan and the 
Islamic Society: 

7 PM 

  

Mahjongg: 
Noon-4 PM 

 

Al-Anon:  
6 PM 

   

Sunday Service 
& Sunday 

School: 
10 AM  

 

 

Committee Contacts:  

 Church Clerk:  Anne Wilson (586-2825) 

 Church Council: Andy Moffatt  
(586-2248) 

 Community Supper: Barb Strong 
 (586-2516) 

 Deacons:  Andy Moffatt (586-2248) 
 

 

 Horse  & Buggy Club: Paula Massé (586-2857) 

 Ladies Union: Lois Charron (586-9674) 
 Memorial Committee: Diane Sanville (586-9642) 
 Prayer Circle:  Norma Waterhouse (586-2285) 
 Religious Education: Barb Strong (586-2516) 
 Trustees: Richard Bailey (586-9675) and Clyde 

Simmons (586-2854) 

United Church of Craftsbury 
PO Box 46, Craftsbury Common, VT 05827 

Phone: (802) 586-8028   ∙   Email:  unitedchurchcraftsbury@gmail.com 
Website & Online Calendar:  www.unitedchurchofcraftsbury.com 

Pastor Rev. Alan Parker∙ Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Arnold Brown ∙ Ministers:The Entire Congregation 

United Church of Craftsbury 

 
                               

April 17, 2016 
Fourth Sunday of Eastertide – Year C 

 

WE GATHER TO BE PRESENT WITH GOD 
 

PRELUDE 
GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

(The first spoken words of our worship time are  
“The peace of Christ be with you.” 

The congregation is invited to respond, saying, “And also with you.”) 
INTROIT 

 

GATHERING MUSIC, PRAYER, INVOCATION & MEDITATION 
HYMN # 84 (Red)    The Lord’s My Shepherd 

(Alternating with reading from Psalm 23) 
 

CALL TO PRAYER FOR HEALING AND FORGIVENESS    



 

 

UNISON PRAYER FOR HEALING OF BROKENNESS 
Holy one, you have set before us a table of plenty, and God help us; our 
enemies are there too. Uneasy with your bountiful grace, we look past the for 
something more, something not of your design, but of ours. We chase it 
desperately; we elbow others out of the way, especially those pesky enemies. 
We judge harshly the greed of others, and defend our own as if it were our 
right. And at the end of our fruitless, destructive chase, we find nothing to 
sustain us. And so we turn to you, in the quiet of your still waters, and we pray 
for your forgiveness. Your simple command of love for, and welcome to, all 
comers is the sacred, forgiving voice beneath all the noise of our lives… 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

RESPONSIVE ASSURANCE OF PARDON   
One: In the still small voice of God’s insistent presence, we hear the answer to 
all our prayers. 
All: God knows our hearts’ ragged edges; God smoothes those broken places 
with amazing Grace. God’s forgiveness takes our breath away, and then gives 
it back to us. AMEN   
 

CHORUS OF ASSURANCE 
(SING) It is well with my soul. It is well with my soul. It is well; it is well with my soul. 
 

WE LISTEN TO HEAR GOD’S WORD 

A PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (Unison) 
O God, may our reading, hearing, and understanding of your Word, and our 
own words spoken, sung, and prayed, be acceptable in your sight. For you are 
our rock and our redeemer. AMEN 
 

TIME FOR THE YOUNG & YOUNG AT HEART 
 

THE WORD OF GOD IN SCRIPTURE 
o Acts 9:36-43 
o John 10:22-30 
 (At the conclusion of Gospel reading, the congregation responds, saying, 

“Thanks be to God, who brings light and truth.”) 

REFLECTION                             “Inheritors of a Great Gift” 
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S HOLY INVITATION 
 

*HYMN # 479 (Black)                              God Is My Shepherd 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER, PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION, 
& LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come; thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 
 

CHORAL RESPONSE TO PRAYER 
(SING) Hear our prayer, O God; hear our prayer, O God. 

             Incline your ear to us, and grant us your peace. 
 

WE OFFER GIFTS OF OURSELVES AND DEPART IN PEACE 
 

CALL TO GIVING AND RECEIPT OF OFFERING 
   *DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

   *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

*CLOSING HYMN # 473 (Black)                               Blessed Assurance 
 

*BENEDICTION  RESPONSE # 590                                                 Threefold Amen 
 

POSTLUDE 
* We rise, either in body or in spirit 
 



 

 

CALL TO PRAYER FOR HEALING AND FORGIVENESS    
Our most enduring images of faith and spirit jar against the way the world seems 
to be. We live in broken tension between how we would be and the winds of a 
world that seems to fail. We pray that this brokenness might be healed; that our 
sin and apartness from God might be erased. 
  



 

 

Opening Reading, April 17, 2016 

 

Psalm 23 

 

SING 
God is my shepherd, 

   I shall not want. 

God makes me lie down in green pastures, 

   and leads me beside still waters; 

 

God restores my soul, 

   and leads me in right paths 

for the sake of God's name. 

 

SING 
Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 

   I fear no evil; for you are with me; 

your rod and your staff — they comfort me. 

 

You prepare a table before me 

   in the presence of my enemies; 

you anoint my head with oil; 

   my cup overflows. 

 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

   all the days of my life, 

and I shall dwell in the house of God 

   my whole life long. 

 

SING 

  



 

 

Scripture for April 17, 2016 

 

Acts 9:36-43 

Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She was devoted 

to good works and acts of charity. At that time she became ill and died. When they had washed her, they 

laid her in a room upstairs. Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was there, 

sent two men to him with the request, "Please come to us without delay." So Peter got up and went with 

them; and when he arrived, they took him to the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping 

and showing tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them. Peter put all of 

them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and said, "Tabitha, get up." Then 

she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling 

the saints and widows, he showed her to be alive. This became known throughout Joppa, and many 

believed in the Lord. Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner. 

  

 

 

John 10:22-30 

At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, and Jesus was walking 

in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, "How long 

will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly." Jesus answered, "I have told you, 

and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name testify to me; but you do not believe, 

because you do not belong to my sheep. My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. I 

give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. What my 

Father has given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. The Father 

and I are one."  

 

(At close of reading: “This is the Word of God, the story of Jesus Christ, who brings light and truth to 

the world.”) 

 


