
 

 

Welcome to the United Church of Craftsbury.  
If you’re visiting or new to our congregation, please sign our guest book. The greeters can 

supply a hearing device or magnifier to assist you during our service. We would love to keep in 
touch; please leave us your contact on a form in the pew rack. 

 

Participants today:  
Rev. Alan Parker, Pastor; Sandalyn Chadwick, Accompanist; Shirley Strong, Liturgist. 

 

For Next Sunday:    
Acts 16:16-34; Psalm 97; Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21; John 17:20-26. 

 

 If you would like to place flowers in the sanctuary  
in memory of a family member or loved one, contact Roberta Alexander (586-7730).  

 

Bulletin news due at church via e-mail, phone message, or note by Friday morning.   You may 
also contact Michelle Warren at 586-9632 or email unitedchurchcraftsbury@gmail.com 

 

. Upcoming Weekly Church Calendar: 
Mon.  
05/02 

Tues.  
05/03 

Wed.  
05/04 

Thurs.  
05/05 

Fri. 
05/06 

Sat.  
05/07 

Sunday  
05/08 

 

Mahjongg: 
Noon-4 PM 

 
CA Exams: 

Noon 
 

 Zumba:  
6 PM  

 
 

AA:    
6 PM 

 
 
 

CA Exams: 
8am 

 

  

 

Mahjongg: 
Noon-4 PM 

 

Childcare 
Meeting: 
5:30pm 

 
Al-Anon:  

6 PM 

   

Sunday Service 
& Sunday 

School: 
10 AM  

 

 

Committee Contacts:  

 Church Clerk:  Anne Wilson (586-2825) 
 Church Council: Andy Moffatt  

(586-2248) 

 Community Supper: Barb Strong 
 (586-2516) 

 Deacons:  Andy Moffatt (586-2248) 
 

 

 Horse  & Buggy Club: Paula Massé (586-2857) 
 Ladies Union: Lois Charron (586-9674) 

 Memorial Committee: Diane Sanville (586-9642) 
 Prayer Circle:  Norma Waterhouse (586-2285) 
 Religious Education: Barb Strong (586-2516) 
 Trustees: Richard Bailey (586-9675) and Clyde 

Simmons (586-2854) 

United Church of Craftsbury 
PO Box 46, Craftsbury Common, VT 05827 

Phone: (802) 586-8028   ∙   Email:  unitedchurchcraftsbury@gmail.com 
Website & Online Calendar:  www.unitedchurchofcraftsbury.com 

Pastor Rev. Alan Parker∙ Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Arnold Brown ∙ Ministers:The Entire Congregation 
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May 1, 2016 

Sixth Sunday of Easter – Year C 
 

WE GATHER TO BE PRESENT 

WITH GOD 
 

PRELUDE 
GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

(The first spoken words of our worship time 
are   “The peace of Christ be with you.” 
The congregation is invited to respond, 

saying, “And also with you.”) 
INTROIT 

 
GATHERING MUSIC, PRAYER, INVOCATION & MEDITATION 

HYMN # 274 (V. 1, 2, 4; Black)  Womb of Life and Source of Being 
(Hymn tune is “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee; # 4. 

Alternating with reading from Psalm 67) 
 

CALL TO PRAYER OF CONFESSION, HEALING AND FORGIVENESS 



 

 

UNISON PRAYER FOR HEALING OF BROKENNESS 
Gracious God, we forget to believe that your sacred love is real and 
transforming. Sometimes, your Kin-dom seems unreachable, on the other side 
of an impossible mountain. Sometimes, it hides on the path beside us, under a 
cluster of trout lilies, invisible until we look closely. Sometimes, we think we 
hear it in the voice of the river, where the water makes the stones hum. We 
strive for an elusive goal, forgetting that life is a path, not a destination. We 
don’t allow your present-today love to transform us. We reserve comfort and 
privilege for ourselves, denying the broken and lonely among us. We forget 
that we are broken, yet we cry out in broken pain. We consume the 
sacredness of the universe for unholy purposes. We act as if we don’t need 
you. Our need becomes desperate and impossible to satisfy. Forgive our sins; 
heal our brokenness. 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

RESPONSIVE ASSURANCE OF PARDON   
One: God has chosen to give the world to us and us to the world. God has 
made us free to choose as well, and to learn from what we choose. 
All: God has already forgiven our broken, sinful choices, and invites us to 
know anew the blessed gift of a life of praise. Thanks be to God; all is well 
with our forgiven souls. AMEN 
 

CHORUS OF ASSURANCE 
(SING) It is well with my soul. It is well with my soul. It is well; it is well with my 
soul.  
 

WE LISTEN TO HEAR GOD’S WORD 

A PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (Unison) 
O God, may our reading, hearing, and understanding of your Word, and our 
own words spoken, sung, and prayed, be acceptable in your sight. For you are 
our rock and our redeemer. AMEN 
 

TIME FOR THE YOUNG & YOUNG AT HEART 
 

THE WORD OF GOD IN SCRIPTURE 
o Acts 16:9-15 
o John 5:1-9 
 (At the conclusion of Gospel reading, the congregation responds, saying, 

“Thanks be to God, who brings light and truth.”) 
 

REFLECTION                                  “A Woman at the River” 
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S HOLY INVITATION 

*HYMN # 597 (Black)    Shall We Gather at the River 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER, PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION & LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come; thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 
 

CHORAL RESPONSE TO PRAYER 
(SING) Hear our prayer, O God; hear our prayer, O God. 

            Incline your ear to us, and grant us your peace. 
 

WE OFFER GIFTS OF OURSELVES AND DEPART IN PEACE 

CALL TO GIVING AND RECEIPT OF OFFERING 
   *DOXOLOGY 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 

   *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

*CLOSING HYMN # 531 (Black)          God, Speak to Me, That I May Speak 
 

*BENEDICTION  RESPONSE # 590                                                 Threefold Amen 
 

POSTLUDE 
* We rise, either in body or in spirit 



 

 

CALL TO PRAYER OF CONFESSION, HEALING, AND FORGIVENESS 
Sometimes we see a vision of God’s holy realm. Sometimes we don’t. We bring 
that vision closer to our today, to our now, to our present, by seeing clearly our 
own inattention, brokenness and sin. We see by surrendering to God’s tender 
care. We do this together, in the intimacy of shared presence with our holy and 
all-forgiving God. 
 
  



 

 

Scripture for May 1, 2016 

 

Acts 16:9-15 

During the night, Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him and saying, 

"Come over to Macedonia and help us." When he had seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross over 

to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good news to them. 

 

We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, and from 

there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained 

in this city for some days. On the Sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we supposed 

there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered there. A certain 

woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a 

dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. When she 

and her household were baptized, she urged us, saying, "If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, 

come and stay at my home." And she prevailed upon us. 

 

John 5:1-9 

After this there was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 

 

Now in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a pool, called in Hebrew Beth-zatha, which has five 

porticoes. In these lay many invalids—blind, lame, and paralyzed. One man was there who had been ill 

for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had been there a long time, he 

said to him, "Do you want to be made well?" The sick man answered him, "Sir, I have no one to put me 

into the pool when the water is stirred up; and while I am making my way, someone else steps down 

ahead of me." Jesus said to him, "Stand up, take your mat and walk." At once, the man was made well, 

and he took up his mat and began to walk. Now that day was a Sabbath. 

 

(At close of reading: “This is the Word of God, the story of Jesus Christ, who brings light and truth to 

the world.”) 

  



 

 

Opening Reading, May 1, 2016 

 

Psalm 67 

 

SING 

May God be gracious to us and bless us 

    and make God's face to shine upon us, 

 

that your way may be known upon earth, 

    your saving power among all nations. 

 

Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

   let all the peoples praise you. 

 

SING 
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 

    for you judge the peoples with equity 

and guide the nations upon earth. 

 

Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

    let all the peoples praise you. 

 

The earth has yielded its increase; 

   God, our God, has blessed us. 

 

May God continue to bless us; 

   let all the ends of the earth revere God. 

 

SING 

 


