
 

 

Welcome to the United Church of Craftsbury.  
If you’re visiting or new to our congregation, please sign our guest book. The greeters can 

supply a hearing device or magnifier to assist you during our service. We would love to keep in 
touch; please leave us your contact on a form in the pew rack. 

 

Participants today:  
Rev. Alan Parker, Pastor; Sandalyn Chadwick, Accompanist; Barb Strong, Liturgist. 

 

For Next Sunday:    
Acts 2:1-21 or Genesis 11:1-9; Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; Romans 8:14-17 or Acts 2:1-21;  

John 14:8-17(25-27) 
 

 If you would like to place flowers in the sanctuary  
in memory of a family member or loved one, contact Roberta Alexander (586-7730).  

 

Bulletin news due at church via e-mail, phone message, or note by Friday morning.   You may 
also contact Michelle Warren at 586-9632 or email unitedchurchcraftsbury@gmail.com 

 

. Upcoming Weekly Church Calendar: 
Mon.  
05/09 

Tues.  
05/10 

Wed.  
05/11 

Thurs.  
05/12 

Fri. 
05/13 

Sat.  
05/14 

Sunday  
05/15 

 

Mahjongg: 
Noon-4 PM 

 
 Zumba:  

6 PM  

 
 

AA:    
6 PM 

 
Deacons’ 
Meeting: 

7 PM 
 
 
 

 
  

 

Mahjongg: 
Noon-4 PM 

 
 

Al-Anon:  
6 PM 

  
Kneading 

Spirituality 
 

 

Sunday 
Service & 
Sunday 
School: 
10 AM  

 

 

Committee Contacts:  
 Church Clerk:  Anne Wilson (586-2825) 

 Church Council: Andy Moffatt  
(586-2248) 

 Community Supper: Barb Strong 
 (586-2516) 

 Deacons:  Andy Moffatt (586-2248) 
 

 

 Horse  & Buggy Club: Paula Massé (586-2857) 

 Ladies Union: Lois Charron (586-9674) 
 Memorial Committee: Diane Sanville (586-9642) 
 Prayer Circle:  Norma Waterhouse (586-2285) 

 Religious Education: Barb Strong (586-2516) 
 Trustees: Richard Bailey (586-9675) and Clyde 

Simmons (586-2854) 

United Church of Craftsbury 
PO Box 46, Craftsbury Common, VT 05827 

Phone: (802) 586-8028   ∙   Email:  unitedchurchcraftsbury@gmail.com 
Website & Online Calendar:  www.unitedchurchofcraftsbury.com 
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May 8, 2016 
Seventh Sunday of Eastertide – Year C 

 
WE GATHER TO BE PRESENT WITH GOD 

 

PRELUDE 
GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

(The first spoken words of our worship time are  
“The peace of Christ be with you.” 

The congregation is invited to respond, saying, “And also with you.”) 
INTROIT 

 

GATHERING MUSIC, PRAYER, INVOCATION & MEDITATION 
HYMN # 473 (Black)       Blessed Assurance 

(Alternating with reading from Psalm 97) 
 

CALL TO PRAYER FOR HEALING AND FORGIVENESS 
 



 

 

UNISON PRAYER FOR HEALING OF BROKENNESS 
Holy God, too often we live imprisoned by fear, worry, judgment and 
hopelessness. We don’t even notice that we have lost your holy way. We 
chase our pleasures, comforts, and obsessions to the point of exhaustion and 
bitterness. We pass judgment on the world around us and end up feeling lost 
and alone. We ignore your sweet, reassuring voice of love, and tune to the 
siren call of those who confirm our thoughtless prejudices. We would set aside 
these broken paths, and walk in your holy light… 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON   
One: In the beginning was God, and at the end will be God, and in every 
moment in between, there is God: creating, redeeming, sustaining, and 
forgiving us. 
All: Through Christ, gracious love enters our being; through the Holy Spirit, 
peace is the gift we share with all of Creation. Thanks be to our gracious and 
patient God. AMEN.  
 

CHORUS OF ASSURANCE 
(SING) It is well with my soul. It is well with my soul. It is well; it is well with my 
soul.  
 

WE LISTEN TO HEAR GOD’S WORD 

A PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (Unison) 
O God, may our reading, hearing, and understanding of your Word, and our 
own words spoken, sung, and prayed, be acceptable in your sight. For you are 
our rock and our redeemer. AMEN 
 

TIME FOR THE YOUNG & YOUNG AT HEART 
 

THE WORD OF GOD IN SCRIPTURE 
o Acts 16:16-34 
o John 17:20-26 
 (At the conclusion of Gospel reading, the congregation responds, saying, 

“Thanks be to God, who brings light and truth.”) 

REFLECTION                 “On Behalf of These… and Those” 
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S HOLY INVITATION 
 

*HYMN # 543 (Black)      Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER, PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION, 
& LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come; thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 
 

CHORAL RESPONSE TO PRAYER 
(SING) Hear our prayer, O God; hear our prayer, O God. 

            Incline your ear to us, and grant us your peace. 
 

WE OFFER GIFTS OF OURSELVES AND DEPART IN PEACE 
 

CALL TO GIVING AND RECEIPT OF OFFERING 
   *DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

   *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

*CLOSING HYMN # 388                 Help Us Accept Each Other 
 

*BENEDICTION  RESPONSE # 590                                                 Threefold Amen 
 

POSTLUDE 
* We rise, either in body or in spirit 
 



 

 

CALL TO PRAYER FOR HEALING AND FORGIVENESS    
How often do we find ourselves fighting against seemingly impenetrable walls of 
despair, cynicism, hopelessness, and self-focus? How often do we miss or ignore 
the glory, beauty, and possibility of God’s loving and beloved creation. There is 
another way, and we pray for a new and whole way of seeing God’s gifts, as we 
pray together for healing of our brokenness… 
  



 

 

Scripture for May 8, 2016 

 

Acts 16:16-34 
One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave girl who had a spirit of divination 

and brought her owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling. While she followed Paul and us, she 

would cry out, "These men are slaves of the Most High God, who proclaim to you a way of 

salvation." She kept doing this for many days. But Paul, very much annoyed, turned and said to the 

spirit, "I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her." And it came out that very hour. 

But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and 

dragged them into the marketplace before the authorities. When they had brought them before the 

magistrates, they said, "These men are disturbing our city; they are Jews and are advocating customs 

that are not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or observe." The crowd joined in attacking them, and 

the magistrates had them stripped of their clothing and ordered them to be beaten with rods. After 

they had given them a severe flogging, they threw them into prison and ordered the jailer to keep 

them securely. Following these instructions, he put them in the innermost cell and fastened their feet 

in the stocks. 

 

About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were 

listening to them. Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that the foundations of the prison 

were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone's chains were unfastened. 

When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide open, he drew his sword and was about to 

kill himself, since he supposed that the prisoners had escaped. But Paul shouted in a loud voice, "Do 

not harm yourself, for we are all here." The jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he fell down 

trembling before Paul and Silas. Then he brought them outside and said, "Sirs, what must I do to be 

saved?" They answered, "Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your 

household." They spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. At the same 

hour of the night he took them and washed their wounds; then he and his entire family were baptized 

without delay. He brought them up into the house and set food before them; and he and his entire 

household rejoiced that he had become a believer in God. 

 

 

John 17:20-26 
[Jesus said:] "I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me 

through their word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they 

also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. The glory that you have given me 

I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may 

become completely one, so that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them 

even as you have loved me. 

 

"Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my 

glory, which you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 

 

"Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and these know that you have sent 

me. I made your name known to them, and I will make it known, so that the love with which you 

have loved me may be in them, and I in them." 

 

(At close of reading: “This is the Word of God, the story of Jesus Christ, who brings light and truth to 

the world.”) 

  



 

 

Opening Reading, May 8, 2016 

 

Psalm 97 
God is ruler! Let the earth rejoice; 

   let the many coastlands be glad! 

 

Clouds and thick darkness 

   are all around God; 

righteousness and justice 

   are the foundation of God's throne. 

 

Fire goes before God, 

   and consumes God's adversaries 

on every side. 

 

God's lightnings light up the world; 

   the earth sees and trembles. 

 

The mountains melt like wax before God, 

   before the God of all the earth. 

 

The heavens proclaim God's righteousness; 

   and all the peoples behold God's glory. 

 

All worshipers of images are put to shame, 

   those who make their boast in worthless idols; 

all gods bow down before God. 

 

Zion hears and is glad, 

   and the towns of Judah rejoice, 

because of your judgments, O God. 

 

For you, O God, 

   are most high over all the earth; 

you are exalted far above all gods. 

 

God loves those who hate evil; 

   God guards the lives of God's faithful; 

God rescues them from the hand of the wicked. 

 

Light dawns for the righteous, 

   and joy for the upright in heart. 

 

Rejoice in God, O you righteous, 

   and give thanks to God's holy name! 
SING 

 


